Basketball

Drama and suspense have created excitement for more than a half-century of WIAA
State Basketball Tournaments but the 1969 production will have a place of its own in the
memories of high school sports enthusiasts for years and years to come — and probably forever.

An undefeated (26-0) Beloit team determined not to finish second-best in the State a
second year in a row won the game but a gallant, underdog Neenah quintet always will know
it took a miracle to prevent it from ascending the throne.

The final score was 80-79 in a double-overtime spectacle which left players and coaches
on both sides physically and mentally exhausted and produced near-hysteria for 13,000-plus
fans at the University of Wisconsin fieldhouse in Madison along with perhaps close to a million
viewers on television.

The suspense of the overtimes goes without saying but those two three-minute sessions —
the first time a State final has gone into double overtime — were anti-climactic. The real
drama came as the horn sounded the end of regulation play.

Neenah had just whittled away nearly a half-minute of time stalling and setting-up a
final shot which pressure-free Pat Hawley made to break a 68-68 tie and give the unheralded
Rockets an apparent championship. But Beloit was not ready to succomb even against these
virtually million-to-one odds and with two seconds showing the boys of Coach Bernie Barkin
planned their do-or-die effort.

The man of the hour was LaMont Weaver who, after taking a perfect throw-in from
Dan Wohlfert, dribbled apparently once, then fired a lefthanded baseball pitch from about
five feet behind the center-line and two feet inside the out-of-bounds stripe. The shot came
from §2-55 feet away and hit the backboard on the button before caroming through the net and
leaving the Beloit followers in pandemonium and the Neenah fans in disbelief at the 70-70 tie.

Coach Ron Einerson’s cagers, who in the Sectional finals had dethroned Manitowoc’s
1968 State champions, grabbed the lead in the overtime on Bob Block’s layin but Beloit got
one point back on Dave Kilgore’s free throw and, when Chuck Loft rebounded home Kilgore’s
second shot which missed, the Knights had a 73-72 lead with 2:11 to play. The score stayed
that way for nearly two minutes until Block tied it with 21 seconds remaining on a free throw
but with 19 seconds to go big Bruce Brown, a great player in the entire tournament, made two
free throws to return the lead to Beloit, 75-73. With 10 seconds to play Hawley withstood pressure
again and made two tying free throws, 75-75. Weaver came close to winning it for Beloit as
the first overtime ended but he waited a split-second tco long and the shot missed narrowly
anyway.

Beloit got the first point in the second overtime on Kilgore’s gifter but Tom Kopitzke,
a sharp-shooter all night, got that one back and another to give Neenah a 77-76 lead with 2:32
to go. The ball changed hands thereafter and not until a minute later (at 1:29) did Beloit regain
the lead on Wohlfert’s layin. Kopitzke, however, again got two free throws with 1:18 to play
and Neenah was in front again, 79-78. Again, the ball changed hands without a point, and with
36 seconds to play Weaver put-on the hero’s mantle once more by making two free throws to
account for the final 80-79 score. The ball changed hands again with Beloit missing a free throw
with seven seconds to play and Neenah calling a time-out with four seconds to go. But the
Rockets had only time to take a wild and under-shot fling at the basket before the horn ended
the overtime and the game.

Third-place honors for the second year in a row went to Kimberly which whipped Nicolet,
75-59, while consolation laurels went to Milwaukee Lincoln by virtue of an 83-70 triumph
over Eau Claire Memorial.

Beloit won its way into the finals by turning back Kimberly, 70-56, and Neenah held
off Nicolet at the finish for an 81-79 triumph which put it in the title contest. Opening-round
battles saw Beloit win from Eau Claire Memorial, 73-65, and Neenah topple Wausau 72-59.
Kimberly, meanwhile, took a 71-59 decision from Durand while Nicolet turned in the only upset
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of the tournament by dealing Milwaukee Lincoln its only setback ever in six years and 18
games of State Tournament play by a 78-73 score. Consolation semi-finals saw Lincoln beat
Wausau 84-77, and Eau Claire beat Durand, 53-44.

The regular-season and final-season records of the State Tournament teams were as
follows:

Beloit 18-0 and 26-0, Neenah 14-4 and 21-5, Kimberly 18-0 and 25-1, Nicolet 13-5 and
19-7, Milw. Lincoln 13-4 and 20-5, Eau Claire Memorial 17-1 and 23-3, Durand 17-1 and 23-3
and Wausau 12-6 and 17-8.

In addition to Beloit and Kimberly, five schools were unbeaten during the regular
season. They were Evansville, Fish Creek, Monticello, North Crawford and St. Croix Central.

The change in tournament format of the previous year (all weekend games) again
played a big role in shattered attendance records. Total attendance for all levels of activity —
State, Sectional, Regional and District — reached 422,252 — an increase of more than 4,000 over
the 417,907 of the previous year. Included was a gain of nearly 700 fans at the State Tournament
to a record 80,421 — the first time the paid total has eclipsed the 80,000-mark at Madison.

It was estimated that nearly four million fans watched about 3,750 regular-season
basketball games in 1968-69.
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State Box Scores
Championship Finals

BELOIT 80 FGA-M FTA-M NEENAH 79
David Kilgore 6-3 Ton Kopitzke
Chuck Loft 1-0 John Arpin
Bruce Brown 11-10 Tom Koepke . ,
Lamont Weaver 6-5 Pat Hawlay . .
Dan Wonhifert 2:2
David Hanziik . 0 0- -
Mike Mastérson . . -0 1€ Brian Cannen
e Greg 5¢
Totals . ’ $5-30 27-20
by guarters
S 5 30
Meaariah - B 79

Personal Fouls:
Field Goa!
Rebounas
Officiais

Neenah 484

ieroge Slatky

Third Place Playotf

KIMBERLY 75 FGA-M FTa-M NICOLET 59
EREESHIOIS T 5 LU 4 0% LNy« 19-8 1-0 Tom Lonnkborg
RODIN RISTAL S0, o o v % b4 14-7 10-7
Jeff Wildenberg . . . . .. .. 19-8 7-6 Steve Bazelon
BRBIRORNIN 305 sdh o ey 9-2 10-5 Jeff Swenson .
Wayne Swokowski . ... .. 4-1 0-0 Jim Bronson .
QeneLolselle . . | . .. ... 8-2 1-1 Gary Rieboidt
TR R R A 0-0 0-0 Jay Grieger . -
N R R S AT (O 0-0 0-0 Ken Zganjar
Sary. Kilsdonk s » <. 's0 4 s 0-0 1-0 Jim Reinert .
Tim VanderVelden . ... .. 0-0 0-0 Jim Treu . . .
Bill Vandervelden . .. ... 0-0 0-0 Jeff Brown .
Jack Wildenberg . . . . . ... 0-0 0-0 .
g Tt Totals . .

shotals s S s s . 73-28 30-19 b
Score by quarters:

Kimberly 19 22 18° 16"~ "75

Nicolet 16 245 18 /11— 'S9P

Personal Fouls: Kimberly 13, Nicolet 2¢C

Field Goal Averages: Kimberly .384, Nicolet .397
Rebounds: Kimberly 56, Nicolet 38

Officials: Duane Mueller and Rudy Van Fieet

Consolation Finals
MILW. LINCOLN 83

Barry Stampft . . . . . ..

'GA-M FTA-M

16-10 8-7

e 82 3.2

PR e T 4-4

ke v e e o s 1355 54
s A 7-3 2-1
41 1-1

-0 (2]

i-1 u-U

24-1

FGA-M FTA-M

T
&

cbcocoubme

i
o
=X -X-X-¥-X-Xr-X-FARW

FGA-M FTA-M EAUCLAIREMEM'L70 FGA-M FTA-M

DwIight Turner « « « <.« s « s 10-3 0-0 TOMPOGUOLES. . .. h (¢ 5 . oo 94 7-3
David Hickembottom . . , . . 21-10 3-2 Grag Morley .. i o vty ot 12-7 13-10
Jimmy Foster . ... .. R 1 B 1-1 PRESAIMBerY i o 2t ey 8-2 3-2
Ellis Turrentine . . ..... . 18-11 4-3 Stan Morley . . . .. DAY L Eoh (28-S 2-1
RREICHONN . sestaiil Ve 701118 2-0 GIOPEBONNG.. ", 5 WS e 13-6 6-4
Mike Hubbard . . . . .. Ao < § 5-2 Bob Burling . ... . b ehe.s 400 0-0
Henry Mallett . ........ 3-0 0-0 Dick Vorpahl ., ... .. (Rl I | 2-0
o A R R AN 0-0 0-0 Ed Mattes 5 Aol Dot Mo A st e 0-0 1-0
James Richardson . . . . .. . 1-0 0-0 Bob Hansis ... o v . 2-0 0-0
James Van Dyke . ... ... 0-0 0-0 KAV KasEera” . S Sl 1-0 0-0
ponaid Morrls - .. . ST Vv 0-0 0-0 Rich Volkman . & . sk o & o 1-0 0-0
PAannIs Norton: .. il ws's 0-0 2-1 B el

e TT OIS Y S Rt . 56-25 34-20

BUORIIS ) Aetsl it e s ie 81-37 17-9

Score by quarters:
Milw. Lincoln 22 27 11816 V="18Y
Eau Claire Mem'l 19 16 15 20 — 70

Personal Fouls: Milw. Lincoln 23, Eau Claire Mem'l 12

Field Goal Averages: Milw. Lincoin .464, Eau Claire Mem’l .446

Rebounds: Milw. Lincoln 55, Eau Claire Mem’l 42
Officials: Roger Harring and Phil Greenway
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Championship Semi-Finals

NEENAH 81 FGA-M FTA-M NICOLEY 78
Tom Kopitzke . . . . .v . o 12-6 8-6 Tom t.onnboryg
John Arpin 4-1 Barry Stampfi .
Tom Koepke 3-1 Steve Bazelon
Bob Biock 2-1 Jeff Swenson
Pat Hawley 7-5 .’!.um Bro SG)
Jim Hoelze! 4-4 Gary Rieboidt
Greg Schultz 5-3 Jay Grieger
Brian Cannon . . . v s e 2-2 Ken Zganjar

2 Wagner STy -0
IaVEWagnet« t 31 s s ¢ TR Gt D 8 ks

Totals 35-23
Score by quarters:

Neenah 1g ‘21 BEANON == T8

Nicolet 13 19 3 ~. 78 \
Personal Fouls: Neenah 21
Fieid Goa! Averages: Neenah . olet .51%

Rebouncs: Neenah 42, Nicolet 42
Officials: Otfto Breitenbach and Duaine Counsell

BELOIT 70 FGA-M FTA-M KIMBERLY 56

Pavid:Kilgore -, .'v o . ies 3-0 7-4 Bill Lamers. . . . . .. .
ERArIes Lot § i L s in el 2-0 5-3 Robin Ristau . . . ..
BruceBrown . i . . . o« o s » 10-8 17-14  Jeff Wildenberg . . . . .
Lamont Weaver . .. ... .. 16-8 4-4 Don Hagany . . .. ...
Dan Wohifert: . ... ... . 9-3 5-5 Wayne Swokowski . . .
DavidHanzlik . o < v ¢ ¢4 s 1-1 0-0 Gene Loiseile . .. ...
= —  Gary Kilsdonk . . . .. .
BRI LA N v 1 b ke ge e, T8 41-20 38-300 JOBRUYS - v ¢ v o0 s s »
I JIMmGage:. . % s s we s
n o) ¢ 1L R S AT
Score by quarters:
Beloit 8412 2030 — 70
Kimberly 13,12 042 54 1586

Personal Fouls: Beloit 13, Kimberly 25

Field Goal Averages: Beloit .488, Kimberly 323
Rebounds: Beloit 36, Kimberly 40

Officials: Orlando Palesse and Ken Kulick

Consolation Semi-Finals

MILW. LINCOLN 84 FGA-M FTA-M WAUSAU 77

16

. 53
a
2-

FGA-M
4-2
4-2

182

6-1

» 56-29

FGA-M

W L
PSR U L/
w1858

8-2

David Hickembottom . . . . . 14-7 3-2 JOEVBIrd 5 s i v % e . 19-4
Dwight Turner ........ 85 5-2 JohnPieper . ... ...« « 0-0
Jimmy Foster ... . ..... . 19-10 0-0 BobStelf . . . .. .. e BAS,
Ellis Turrentine . . . ... .. 226 8-6 Keith Steinagel . . ... ... 2-0
CarIGlenn ., « o s ajsiais o 0in 4-2 3-1 GatY'Gray o e o o s s o o oo 12-4
Mike Hubbard . . . . . . S e 5-2 Al Caillouette . . . .. .. .. v 2k
Henry Mallett . . ... . ... 1-1 6-4 Bruce Weln.kauf ........ 8-7
James Richardson . . . . . . . 0-0 2-1 Wayne Christianson . . . . 12.7
ke Leon RUSCh . . « ¢ ¢ ¢ +» ¢ « « 0-0
STOR1S 14t Ui fesa E aPiginind 73-33 32-18 TimMHale « « « < o v 0o 0 v o 0-0
OIS e doiaiaivin @ vl 63-26
Score by quarters:
Milw. Lincoin 31 5187 19364 .84
Wausau 15724 A8 23 A TT

Personal Fouls: Milw. Lincoin 25, Wausau 1%

Field Goal Averages: Milw. Lincoin .452 Wauseu .413
Rebounds: Milw. Lincoln 57, Wausau 43

Officials: Lowell Bakken and Bob Goermans
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FTA-M
4-3
0-0

1 g

ONH B O

3-
14
5.
5

3-
Q-

31-20

FTA-M
1-0
4-4
7-6

1-0

COGNONQO
COLNOBOG

34-25



EAU CLAIRE MEM'L 53 FGA-M FTA-M DURAND 44

Tom Poquette . . . . . .. .. 9-3 4-3 Ken Harmon » . « ¢ o o sies s 12-3
Greg Morley . . « ¢ o oo o o 15-6 5-2 Mike IKrisilc v ora ife afe shete 7-2
Pete Almberg .. .. ... .. 5-0 13-6 Jeff Lunderville . . . ... .. . 6-3
BN MIONIBY ., oa o's e aw b 12-4 5-4 TomBauet . & a5k eiade 14-3
GreggBohlig . . . . ...... 15-5 3-2 Mike Silberhorn , . . . . ... 11-2
Bk Vorpahl . < s s v o 0-0 0-0 Joa'Springer o . .. . aite s e 8-3
Kirk Heimstead . . ... ... 4-0 0-0 John Eanglols < 0is-c o s e 2-0
BOb BUrling « . ¢« sis s 00 1-0 0-0 Ron KEIsil: . o sl o < vais v i 0-0

OLAIS e ol wteiern s e 61-18 30-17 TOtAIS (0 als Wil wid o a0 60-16
Score by quarters:

Eau Claire Mem’'l 11 6 15 21 — 53

Durand 11 7 14 12 — 44

Personal Fouls: Eau Claire Mem’l 18, Durand 21

Field Goal Averages: Eau Claire Mem'l .295, Durand .267
Rebounds: Eau Claire Mem’l 65, Durand 46

Officials: Gene Koepke and William Wendelberger

Quarter-Finals

NEENAH 72 FGA-M FTA-M WAUSAU 59 FGA-M
Tom Kopitzke 4-3 JOrvy Bird) oo o ajeia ael e 14-6
John Arpin 0-0 John'Pieper. . . s« v as's s 5-2
Tom Koepke 4-2 Bah SYeIT . & o ol eie iaraile airsite 7-4
Pat Hawley 5-2 Keith Steinagel . ... .. .. 2-0
Tom Ponto 1-1 Qary. Gray ok e ales 15-8
Bob Block 4-3 Bruce Weinkauf . . . . . . .. 5-2
Brian Cannon 1-0 Iseon RUSCh' o ilee o "0k iiaie » 4-1
Jim Hoelzel 4-1 TimHale G aie s o a sk e 1-0
Greg Schultz 0-0 T f
TORRIS N 5ot s . aaa Foxeria 53-23

Sront TSR A A S e 23-12
Score by quarters:

Neenah 183 1755091\ @rfenr 72

Wausau 22 10713 14 = S8

Personal Fouls: Neenah 12, Wausau 14

Field Goal Averages: Neenah .476, Wausau .434
Rebounds: Neenah 43, Wausau 36

Officials: Otto Puls and Ted Scalissi

NICOLET 78 FGA-M FTA-M  MILW. LINCOLN 73 FGA-M
Tom Lonnborg . . . ..... 8-5 4-4 Dwight Turner . . ... ... 7-2
Barry Stampfl . 0-0 David Hickembottom . . . . . 20-7
Steve Bazelon 10-6 Jimmy Foster . . . . ... .. 15-3
Jeff Swenson 3-2 CarlGlenn . . . « oo v v o 4-0
Jim Bronson . 10-6 Ellis Turrentine . . . . . . .. 30-14
Jay Grieger . « « « . o 00 u . 9-4 Henry Mallett . . . .. .. .. 7-3
Mike Hubbard . . . . . « . . . 3-1
Fotals s e bWl o et 36-22
TORRISS oo 8 o v @i s s 86-30
Score by quarters:
Nicolet 3 23 21 T v =78
Milw. Lincoln 19 1217 25 — .73

Personal Fouls: Nicolet 14, Milw. Lincoln 22

Field Goal Averages: Nicolet .445, Milw. Lincoln .349
Rebounds: Nicolet 54, Milw. Lincoln 61

Officials: Richard Lowell and Herb Cahoon

FGA-M FTA-M

CouUNHEORY
COPORKHRFU

FTA-M
6-4

KIMBERLY 71 FGA-M FTA-M
BRINIEAMErS e o o e it ave b 6-4 7-5
Robin' Ristau . . . wiafs o 6-2 2-2
Jeff Wildenberg . . . ... . 129 4-3
Don Hagany: oo . e sie 5-4 11-9
Wayne Swokowski . . .. 6-4 1-1
Gene Loiselle . ... .. 3-2 3-1
JImEGage | o e o et 1-0 0-0
Gary Kilsdonk . . ... 1-0 0-0
BORERUYSS o kil o & %t a 0-0 0-0
Tim VanderVelden 0-0 0-0

Tota\ls ........... 40-25 28-21
Score by quarters:

Kimberly 220 24,18 17 —"71

Durand 20 19 9" 711 +159

Personal Fouls: Kimberly 21, Durand 19

DURAND 59 FGA-M FTA-M
Kon. Harmon .. .. .% s« 13-5 14-11
Mike KOISIK. ;2 o6 50 atos 15-5 4-3
Jeff Lunderville., . ....." 1-0 2-0
LOMEBAUBY: cvoe & 3 @il a5 15-6 6-4
Mike Silberhorn. . . ... .. 6-1 2-1
JOBESDIINGEL s w5 o eumirs) o3 (o 4-2 0-0
RONVISEISIIG < 5o s ora sl ke 0-0 2-0
Johni Langlais 575 . . ol & 1-1 2-0
(LOtAIS e ¢ -odie. S o ud 55-20 32-19

Field Goal Averages: Kimberly .625, Durand .364

Rebounds: Kimberly 36, Durand 34

Officials: Ken Leland and Gordon Hintermeyer

BELOIT 73 FGA-M FTA-M
David Kilgore 6-3 2-0
Chuck Loft 7-6 4-2
Bruce Brown 12-11 5-4
Lamont Weaver . 6-2 7-6
Dan Wohlfert 8-5 3-2
David Hanzlik . . 2-1 0-0
Mike Masterson 1-0 0-0
Willie Hodges. . 1-0 2-1
Stan Storey 0-0 0-0
Otha Williams . 1-1 0-0
Steve Larsen . . . 0-0 0-0
Tracy McCrary 0-0 0-0

FEOLaISHE] Sakes o s dnirake: o 44-29 23-15
Score by quarters:

Beloit 20,19 10 24 .= 78

Eau Claire Mem’l 13 A3 N B.-31 1 1165

Personal Fouls: Beloit 14, Eau Claire Mem'l 17

EAU CLAIRE MEM'L 65 FGA-M  FTA-M

Tom:Poquette .« « « « .« disio & 13-3 0-0
Greg Morley - « « « v ... 10-5 11-7
Pete Almberg . . . « . . . .. 13-3 3.2
Stan Morley « « « ¢ o s s 00 21-6 3-3
GreggBohlig « « « « « ¢« « 4 o & 17-8 3-2
Bob Burling « . « ¢« ... 1-0 2-1
Dick Vorpahl « « ¢ o s o sia @ 0-0 1-0
Ed Mattes . ... ....... 0-0 0-0
TOtalsh il blve ') ain iaites 75-25 22-15

Field Goal Averages: Beloit .659, Eau Claire .333

Rebounds: Beloit 42, Eau Claire Mem’'l 38
Officials: Wayne Kelliher and Gene Berce

State Tournament Records

These were new records established or equalled in the 1969 State Basketball Tournament:

Team

Best Field Goal Percentage For Single
Game — .659 by Beloit vs. Eau Claire Memorial
(29 of 44) in championship quarter-finals.

Undefeated Teams Which Have Won State
Championships — Fond du Lac (16-0) in 1919;
Superior (12-0) in 1920; Wisconsin High-Madi-
son (21-0) in 1931; Mayville (20-0) in 1935-B;
Fall Creek (21-0) in 1937-C; Rhinelander (20-0)
in 1939; Two Rivers (21-D) in 1941; Milw.
Lincoln (26-0) in 1962; Dodgeville (26-0) in
1964; Monroe (26-0) in 1965;Manitowoc (26-0)
in 1968; Beloit (26-0) in 1969.

Most Championships Won — 6 by Beloit
(1932, 1933, 1934A, 1937A, 1947 and 1969).

Most Tournaments — 32 by Eau Claire
Memorial.

Most Tournament Games Played — 87 by
Eau Claire Memorial.

Most Tournament Victories — 48 by Eau
Claire Memorial.

Most Tournament Defeats — 39 by Eau
Claire Memorial.
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Individual

Best Field Goal Percentage for Three
Games — .750 by Bruce Brown, Beloit (27 of
36 attempts).

Best Field Goal Percentage for One Game —
.917 by Bruce Brown, Beloit (11 of 12 at-
tempts) vs. Eau Claire Memorial.

These are other current State records not
changed by 1969 play:

Team Scoring Records

Most Points in Three Games — 250 by
Milwaukee Lincoln, 1967 (109, 80, 61).

Most Points in One Game — 109, by
Milwaukee Lincoln (defeating La Crosse Central
109-71) in 1967.

Most Points in Title Game — 93, by Mil-
waukee Lincoln in 1962 (Milwaukee Lincoln
93, Eau Claire 80).

Most Points for Two Teams in Single
Game — 180 (Milwaukee Lincoln 109, La
Crosse Central 71) in 1967.



