WISCONSIN INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 69

BASKETBALL

Another tremendous State Tournament put the finishing touches on the
1959-60 basketball season for WIAA-member schools.

Victorious in only half its games during the regular campaign, a patiently-
jelled Wausau quintet pulled a big surprise by taking top honors in the 45th
annual affair at the University of Wisconsin fieldhouse at Madison.

An unbeaten Waukesha quintet was the pre-meet favorite and played
excellent basketball but the Lumberjacks stunned the Blackshirts in the semi-
finals, then went on to win the championship.

The regular season produced five unbeaten teams — No. 1 rated Mil-
waukee Lincoln and No. 2 rated Waukesha in the “Big 16" with 20-0 and
19-0 records along with Nos. 1-2-3 rated “Little 16 teams Cornell, Gresham
and Campbellsport with 19, 18 and 17 victories.

Lincoln was the defending state champion and would have been another
worthy State Meet participant but the Comets were stopped in the Regional
finals by Waukesha to end hopes of a repeat performance at Madison.

Attendance was good around the state during the regular basketball
campaign and the same held true in the tournament series. In fact, it was a
record-breaking year in both receipts and attendance in the Sub-District, Dis-
trict, Regional and Sectional combined report. A total of 253,677 persons
witnessed the tournament games which preceded the State Meet.

State Meet spectators were of the television variety for the first time in
history with championship game carried around the state and all other con-
tests viewed in the Madison area. Four attendance records were shattered
in the State Meet but the three-day total of 79,165 was nearly a thousand
off the 1958 record of 80,022 and also under the 1959 mark of 79,554. The
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BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS
WAUSAU — Left to right (back row) Manager Ronald Borchardt, Tom Wen-
dorf, Gary Kirk, Dick LaCerte, Mancer Cyr, Mike Schmidlkofer, Tom Weinkauf,
Coach Marsh Taylor, (front row) Aubrey Fish, Jim Hickey, Chuck Weinkauf,
Joel Ungrodt, Dick Kastenschmidt, Lee Zielsdorf.
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future held the possibility of continued television of the State Meet with the
possibility that more of the tourney would be carried on a state-wide basis.

Wisconsin’s adaptations from the national rules relative to the three-
second regulation, overtime play and start of play at the second and fourth
quarters continued to meet with the approval of the majority of coaches.
However, it was significant that the increase of coaches favoring the national
three-second rule jumped 50 per cent over a year ago. The three adapta-
tions remain unchanged for the coming year.

TOP BASKETBALL RECORDS

(Includes Tournament Games)
ONE DEFEAT

Waukesha ... 1 Milwaukee Lincoln 1
Cornell 1 Gresham 1
TWO DEFEATS
Edgar 2 AIETY .cocccoecennrerncennconsnsrancssnes 2
Campbellsport 2 Cedar Grove . p
Darlington 2 Beaver Dam . 2
Eau Claire .. 2 Holmen ....... 2
Prescott = 2 Randolph ........ 2

TROTD o eeeevaaaaan 19' 2

THREE DEFEATS

Milwaukee Rufus King ........2 3 Prairie Farm 3
New Glarus 3 Reedsville .. 3
Rhinelander 3 Wonewoc 3
Reedsburg 3 Brussels 3
Bayfield 3 Patch Grove 3
Montfort ... 3 Shiocton ..... 3
Tigerton 3 Wautoma 3
i 1% ) GO 3 Sauk City ... 3

Mayville .............. 3

FINAL RECORDS OF
STATE TOURNAMENT FINALISTS
Wausau ....ooccveeiiieiiiniiiinenn, 9 Racine Park .... 17 8
Menomonie .. 4 Gale-Ettrick 21 5
Waukesha . 1 Green Bay West . 17 8
Rice Lake .... 4 Watertown ......... .19 4
CONFERENCE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS OF 1959-60
Badger ........... 4 MONTO€ ..ivviiiriiiiiiiiieeiiceeiennans 1
Big Eight .... Madison West 2
Big Rivers .. Eau Claire 1
Blackhawk Belmont ........ccooceveeiieniiinnnnnn. 2
South Wayne ... . 2
Menomonee Falls ................

- Oxford .... 0
Central ‘WIBCONSIN ..icciviivisiioisisssaniaiiis Bonduel 2
Cloverbelt — Eastern . . Thorp (-;
WEStern ......ocoovvveeceeeeerinriiininennns Cornell 0
Coulee ..... Holmen .. 1
Dairyland .. Blair ...... 1
Dual County . i Randolph 0
Dunn-St. Croix .. VidssaNtsusasasesnsssenns Prescott 0
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Under-Rated Wausau Takes
State Basketball Championship

Wausau High discarded its mediocre season record and exploded a bomb-
shell at the State Basketball Tournament in Madison.

The Lumberjacks, overlooked and
under-rated because of a 9-9 mark
in the regular campaign, performed
in magnificent manner to take the
1960 championship.

A well-executed 74-65 triumph ov-
er Menomonie in the title game sealed
the victory although it was a rous-
ing 65-61 upset of previously un-
beaten and highly-favored Waukesha
in the semi-finals that stood out as
one of the outstanding games in all
State Meet history.

Coach Marsh Taylor's cagers, not
even mentioned in the final Big 16
ratings, thus brought about a sec-
ond straight surprise finish in State
Meet play. A year before a fighting
Milwaukee Lincoln outfit edged past
favored fives in the first two rounds,
then went on to take the title.

While Wausau was beating Me-
nomonie for the top honors Wauke-
sha bounced back from its semi-final
upset to down Rice Lake, 92-68, in
the third-place playoff. Consolation
honors went to Racine Park, a 52-
51 conqueror of Gale-Ettrick, the
lone smaller school in the field.

The semi-finals produced Wau-
sau's scorching win over Waukesha
plus Menomonie's 75-7T1 conquest of
Rice Lake. Consolations seémis saw
Gale-Ettrick trim Green Bay West,
69-60, and Racine Park top Water-
town, 60-55. The opening day ac-
tivities found Wausau a close 64-59
winner over Gale-Ettrick, Wauke-
sha an easy winner over Green Bay
West, 84-68, Menomonie a 66-49
winner over Watertown and Rice
Lake a 55-54 winner over Racine
Park.

Wausau, which entered the cham-
pionship game with the poorest rec-
ord ever carried into a title contest,
used accurate shooting (its field goal

and free throw aim was the best in
the tourney) and strong rebounding
plus a balanced attack that featured
an assortment of heroes to carve out
its victory.

Gale-Ettrick proved a stubborn op-
ener for the Jacks and though the
champs led most of the time they
were behind by a point with five min-
utes to play. Then two fielders by
aggressive Joel Ungrodt, who had
two more in the final two minutes,
put Wausau in front to stay.

Hard-working Mike Schmidlkofer
with 21 points and 19 rebounds and
sparkplug reserve Jim Hickey stood
out in the sizzling triumph over Wau-
kesha., The Lumberjacks roared to
a 43-31 first-half edge and were in
front by 18 points at one stage in
the second half before the valiant
Blackshirts, overwhelming pre-tour-
ney favorites and possessors of a
perfect record of 26 victories, ral-
lied to within two points before bow-
ing by four.

And the entire starting five of
Schmidlkofer, Ungrodt, Tom Wen-
dorf, Gary Kirk and Mancer Cyr
contributed equal shares in the cham-
pionship verdict over Menomonie, The
Jacks had to erase a four-point half-
time deficit to win this one and they
did it with a 32-16 advantage in the
first 11 minutes of post-intermission
action. Kirk, the club’s top scorer
in the tournament, and Wendorf were
unsung tourney heroes but were only
slightly less outstanding than Un-
grodt and Schmidlkofer.

Menomonie also featured a bal-
anced attack with three boys hitting
in double figures in the Watertown
opener in which a 40-25 second-half
margin offset a slim 26-24 intermis-
sion lead. An 11-point lead with six
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minutes to play almost melted away
in the Rice Lake semi-finals but the
gallant losers couldn’t reach closer
than two points. This time four boys
hit in double figures. Four boys again
hit in double figures in the Wausau fi-
nale but Menomonie couldn’t keep
up its pace in the second half and
wound up as 1960 runnerup.

Waukesha had the tourney’s lead-
ing scorer in Roy Birk but also was
not a one-man team. The third-place
finishers galloped to a big 49-26
halftime lead and easily suppressed
Green Bay West. And they did a
tremendous job even though unsuc-
cessful in their comeback attempt
against Waukesha. Winning third

place honors included a record-break-
ing offensive show of 92 points.

Rice Lake came from behind with
a 31-32 second-half edge to win its
opener from Racine Park, then went
on to take fourth place. Park
bounced back from that defeat to

win close games from Watertown
and Gale-Ettrick for the consolation
title. Gale-Ettrick, whose Jack Bre-
negan was one of the meet’s top per-
formers, was never outclassed despite
its classification as it lost only in the
closing minutes to Wausau and was
nipped by a point in the consolation
finals.

Teams Post New State Marks

Two records, both team marks,
were established in the State Basket-
ball Tournament at Madison.

‘Wausau, the new champion, shot
field goals at a .494 clip (80 of 162)
for the three games to account for
one of the records. The old standard
was .463 by Shawano in the 1957
meet.

Waukesha hit a new record of 92
points in one game in its victory over
Rice Lake in the third-place playoff
for the other mark. Shawano held
the old record of 90 points in its 1958
victory over Eau Claire.

Individual scoring was paced by
Roy Birk of Waukesha, a .565 shooter
for the meet, with 69 points, an av-
erage of 23.0 per game. He also had
the best single game effort, 28. This
compares with the record of 91 by
Sam Anteliffe of West Allis Central
in 1956. Dave Horton of La Crosse
Logan was high a year ago with 65.

Only four others hit 50 or more
points — Donn Poss of Gale-Ettrick
had 53, Gary Kirk of Wausau 52,

Harold Fletcher of Menomonie 51
and Jack Brenegan of Gale-Ettrick
50. The well-balanced team play was
shown by the fact that no fewer than
29 boys averaged 10 points or bet-
ter per game.

Rebounding honors went to Dave
Sjuggerud of Menomonie with 42,
one more than the 41 of Mike
Schmidlkofer of Wausau, Tonis Mang
of Racine Park had 37 and Tom Wen-
dorf of Wausau 36.

Waukesha compiled the best team
offense mark with 237 points (79.0
per game) with Menomonie second
(206) and Wausau third (203). The
best defense was Racine Park’s 161
(53.7 per game) with Gale-Ettrick
next (176) and Wausau third. (185).

Wausau led in both field goal and
free throw accuracy on marks of .494
and .717, respectively, with Wauke-
sha (.450) and Gale-Ettrick (.705)
runnersup, respectively. Gale-Ettrick
committed the fewest fouls (32).
Wausau ranked first in rebounds with
132.



