
The results of the recently com-
pleted Board of Control and Advi-
sory Council elections are as
follows:

BOARD OF CONTROL
District 3: Mike Beighley of

Whitehall – Elected to a three-
year term, expiring after the June
2014 meeting.
District 4: Corey Baumgart-

ner of Kaukauna – Elected to a
three-year term, expiring after the
June 2014 meeting.
Ethnic At-Large: Keith

Posley of Milwaukee – Re-
elected to a three-year term, ex-
piring after the June 2014
meeting.

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Large Schools: Todd Sobril-

sky of Brookfield Central –
Elected to a three-year term, ex-
piring after the June 2014 meet-
ing.
Dave Steavpack of Ash-

waubenon – Elected to a three-
year term, expiring after the June
2014 meeting.
Medium Schools: Barry Rose

of Cumberland – Elected to a
three-year term, expiring after the
June 2014 meeting.
Kimbert Kaukl of River Val-

ley – Elected to a three-year term,
expiring after the June 2014 meet-
ing.

Small Schools:
Brian Henning of
New Auburn – Re-
elected to three-year
term expiring after
the June 2014 meet-
ing.

Ethnic At-Large:
Eric Coleman of
Mi lwaukee –
Elected to a three-
year term, expiring
after the June 2014
meeting. �
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Membership Approves Changes to
Constitution, Bylaws and Eligibility Rules

The membership of the Wisconsin Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association passed a number
of amendments to the Constitution, Bylaws and
Rules of Eligibility at its Annual Meeting held at
the Holiday Inn and Convention Center today.

Of the seven amendments related to the Con-
stitution, Bylaws and Rules of Eligibility up for
membership vote, six passed into membership
rule effective May 13, 2011.

One of the approved is Constitutional in na-
ture. It alters how enrollments of charter schools
are added to schools within multi-school districts.
Schools will now be required to accurately iden-
tify the district school of residence of students
enrolled in their charter schools. Those students
will be assigned and counted only to the school of
residence within the multi-school district for par-
ticipation, enrollment and divisional placement.
The membership overwhelmingly passed the
measure 271-18.

The remaining six recommendations voted on
were to the Rules of Eligibility. The first allows a
student athlete to participate only in practices
following a transfer after the fourth consecutive
semester. The former rule prohibited a student
from practice or competing for 365 days begin-
ning with the first day of attendance at the new
school. The amendment passed 211-88.

Two of the Rules of Eligibility amendments ad-
dressed summer coaching contact with student
athletes. The membership voted to provide soc-
cer coaches the same summertime contact pro-
visions as all other outdoor sports with the
exception of football. Soccer coaches will now be
granted unlimited, nonschool contact from the
end of school until July 31. The membership
voted 183-117 to pass the amendment.

The second amendment involving summer
coaching contact created a one-week period
whereby no unrestricted school coaching contact
with athletes is permitted for fall sports. A mini-
mum of one calendar week (Sunday-Saturday)
without school or coach contact is required the
week immediately preceding the first allowed
practice in fall sports beginning in 2012. The
amendment passed by a 259-43 vote.Kimbert Kaukl
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Eric Coleman
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Board of Control and
Advisory Council
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The membership approved an amendment
that allows a physician’s assistant to conduct
sports physicals and sign the athletic permit
card. A physical fitness exam and the accompa-
nying form is required no less than every other
school year. The nearly unanimous vote to ap-
prove was 300-2.

One of the two amendments to the in-season
code of conduct section of the Rules of Eligibility
received approval by a 294-7 vote. It tightened
language that eliminates a broad interpretation
of the previous language that could conceivably
circumvent and reduce the mandated one-game
code of conduct suspension to a fraction of a
contest; thus, maintaining eligibility for subse-
quent tournament contests.

The second amendment involving the code of
conduct section of the Rules of Eligibility failed
to garner membership approval by a 146-155
vote. The proposal would have increased the
minimum suspension of one contest for a code
of conduct violation to 20 percent of the maxi-
mum allowed contests in a season.

The membership also approved the editorial
changes of the Constitution by a 279-24 margin.
Editorial changes are only intended to clarify ex-
isting interpretations of the rules.

Other notable discussion included information
on the RefRanking.com system, concussion edu-
cation, football ad-hoc committee update and a
review of the five-division basketball season. �
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IMPORTANT
Tournament Series Information & Reminders

REPORTING SCORES TO THE WIAA
The WIAA needs the assistance and cooperation from participating schools and host managers to pro-

vide timely, accurate and complete information for tournament programs and Web site updates.
In addition, the WIAA will again be collecting scores for all team sports and posting results on the

WIAA Web site each night of regional and sectional competition. Tournament host managers must report
scores within 20 minutes following the conclusion of the game.

Please report the score by calling (715) 344-8580 and selecting the respective sport’s score-report-
ing voice box if someone does not answer.

SUBMITTING STATE TOURNAMENT PROGRAM INFORMATION
Schools advancing teams to the sectional level of the Tournament Series are required to submit a

team photo, roster, school facts, results, up-to-date statistics to the WIAA and possibly individual photos.
Again this year, the WIAA will be requiring schools to use the WIAA Statistics Template to submit

team and individual statistics and rosters. The rich text formatted template can be downloaded from the
WIAA School Center on each team sport’s home page. Click on the link named “98 Word Statistics Template”
and “98 Word Roster Template” and complete the form by using established tabs to navigate to the appro-
priate columns.

Completed templates must be emailed to the WIAA by specified deadline. Please email statistics, ros-
ters and photos to: Lisa Gagas at lgagas@wiaawi.org Faxed statistics and rosters in various formats will
not be accepted. Information must be submitted in the prescribed format to be included in the State Tour-
nament Program. Athletic directors and coaches are asked to make plans now to provide information in a
timely manner.

Photos sent electronically must be scanned at 300 dpi, no larger than 5” X 7” and saved as a jpeg
file for the tournament program. Please do not put the photo into a word document - email the jpeg
file of the photo by itself. �

April 27, 2011
The 116th Annual Meeting of

the Wisconsin Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association was held on
Wednesday, April 27, 2011 com-
mencing at 9:00 a.m. at the Hol-
iday Inn in Stevens Point.

Board of Control President
James Smasal, Principal at Win-

neconne, presided. Mr. Smasal welcomed everyone to
the Annual Meeting, thanked them for their dedication
to high school athletics, and encouraged participation
in the meeting. There were 386 delegates representing
313 schools in attendance.

Mr. Smasal asked all delegates to silence their cell
phones, reviewed the materials in the meeting packet,
and introduced the head table which included Executive
Director Dave Anderson, Deputy Director Wade
Labecki, President-Elect Mark Gobler of Luck, Treasurer
Terry Reynolds of Pittsville, Parliamentarian Dr. Chris
Sadler of the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point and
Administration Coordinator Julie Kage.

Minutes of 2010 meeting stand as previously pub-
lished. The meeting minutes were published in the
WIAA Yearbook and on the website.

Treasurer Terry Reynolds reviewed the financial re-
port included in the meeting materials. The total rev-
enue was $7,795,339 and total operating expenses
were $8,091,220 resulting in a decrease in unrestricted
net assets from operations of $295,881. The unre-
stricted net assets at the end of the year were
$2,603,009. Fall tournament results were favorable by
$65,874.99 and preliminary reports indicate the winter
tournaments will be down. The projections for 2010-
11 anticipate a projected amount of income of
$125,000 less than budgeted. Tournament attendance
has been depressed for three consecutive years but the
staff continues to be hopeful that the budget will be
balanced. A motion was made by Paul Rozak, Stratford
and seconded by Mike Devine, Stevens Point to ap-
prove the Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried by a voice
vote with no dissents noted.

Joan Gralla presented the Election Report. In the
Board of Control election, Mike Beighley, Whitehall, was
elected to a three-year term for District 3 expiring after
the June 2014 meeting. Corey Baumgartner,
Kaukauna, was elected for a three-year term for Dis-
trict 4 expiring after the June 2014 meeting. Keith
Posley, Milwaukee was reelected for a three-year term
for the Ethnic at-large seat expiring after the June 2014
meeting. In the Advisory Council elections, Todd So-
brilsky, Brookfield Central and Dave Steavpack, Ash-
waubenon were elected to a three-year term for the
Large Schools expiring after the June 2014 meeting.
Kimbert Kaukl, River Valley and Barry Rose, Cumber-
land, were elected to a three-year term for the Medium
Schools expiring after the June 2014 meeting. Brian
Henning, New Auburn, was reelected to a three-year
term for the Small Schools expiring after the June 2014
meeting. Eric Coleman, Milwaukee was reelected for a
three-year term for the Ethnic at-large seat expiring
after the June 2014 meeting.

Other Board members were introduced. They in-
cluded Roger Foegen, Bangor; Jack Klebesadel, Ger-
mantown; Mary Pfeiffer, Neenah; Dean Sanders, Lake
Mills and Tim Sivertson, Elk Mound. Board of Control
members Jim Dyer, Pacelli; Ted Evans, Mineral Point;
and Keith Posley, Milwaukee Public Schools were ex-
cused. Board of Control liaison Luke Francois, Presi-
dent-Elect of the Wisconsin Athletic Directors
Association was introduced. John Ashley, Executive Di-
rector of the Wisconsin Association of School Boards
and Michael Thompson, Deputy State Superintendent
of the Department of Public Instruction were excused.
Guests in attendance included John Roberts, Matt Otte,
and Doug Chickering. This was Mr. Roberts 55th Annual
Meeting, Mr. Otte’s 54th Annual Meeting and Mr. Chick-
ering’s 33rd Annual Meeting. Advisory Council and
Sports Advisory Committee members present were
recognized as well. Media present included Rob Her-
nandez, Wisconsin State Journal; Mark Stewart, Mil-
waukee Journal/Sentinel; and Nick Dettmann, West
Bend Daily News. Tim Eichorst of When We Were Young
produced the live web streaming of the meeting.

Voting procedures for the amendments were ex-
plained by Wade Labecki, Deputy Director. He ex-
plained Robert’s Rules of Order govern if not
inconsistent with the WIAA Constitution. The authority
of the Board of Control to designate a time and place
for the meeting was reviewed. Written notice of the An-
nual Meeting shall be provided 30 days prior to the date
of the Annual Meeting. The Constitution states the
President of the Board of Control shall chair the meet-
ing. A delegate may speak by going to the microphone,
being recognized by the chair, give his/her full name
and the name of the school represented. The Constitu-
tion of the WIAA states “a proposed amendment to the
Constitution, Bylaws or Rules of Eligibility of this Asso-
ciation may originate (1) at the Annual Meeting of this
Association, (2) in the Board of Control, (3) in the Ad-
visory Council or (4) by petition in writing by the dis-
trict administrator or high school principal of at least
10 percent of the member high schools.” He also ex-
plained if a proposed amendment develops at the An-
nual Meeting by a majority vote of schools represented,
action to add it to the Constitution, Bylaws and Rules of
Eligibility cannot be taken until the next Annual Meeting
or, if the membership decrees, at a special emergency
Annual Meeting.

Proposal #1—Enrollment
CONSTITUTION—Article III, Membership, Sec-

tion 3, A, 4)
This change clarifies enrollment adjustments where

a charter school exists in multiple-high school districts.
A motion was made by Steve Knecht, Kenosha Bradford
and seconded by Greg Lampe, Oak Creek to support
the amendment. There was no discussion.
The motion was approved by a vote of 271-18.

Proposal #2—Transfer Restrictions
RULES OF ELIGIBILITY—Article II—Residence

and Transfer, Section 3
This change would remove the practice restriction

from post-4th consecutive semester transfer students.
A motion was made Jay Hammes, Racine Horlick and
seconded by Jim Langkamp, Portage to support the
amendment.

Nic Been, St. Croix Central asked about the nega-
tives and the reason for the 5-6 vote by the Board of
Control. Wade Labecki explained the Board supported
getting students involved in the positive aspects of ath-
letics. The negatives relate to concerns for “gray shirt-
ing” i.e. having students transfer to a school, learning
its system with a potential advantage to transfer stu-
dents.

Jay Hammes, Racine Horlick spoke in support of
getting students involved with school coaches, getting
students off the street and couch and becoming active.
He hoped everyone would support this amendment.

Jim Smasal shared how the Board looks for the best
in everything. Some felt if a student sits out a year,
they probably aren’t going to be involved and the Board
wants to keeps students engaged.

Dave Cohen, Oakfield asked if that practice would
include interschool scrimmages and Wade Labecki an-
swered yes.

Bill Vickroy, Wisconsin Rapids asked about the 10-
1 and 5-6 votes and Jim Smasal answered the Board
felt it was an amendment that should be advanced to
the membership and the Board wanted to hear the sen-
timent of the membership but was right down the mid-
dle on its support/opposition of the amendment.

John Frizzell, Chippewa Falls asked about students
sitting out this year and was advised that this would be
in effect, if approved, once the minutes of the meeting
were published.
The motion was approved by a vote of 211-88.

2011 Annual Meeting Minutes ___________________________

See Annual Meeting Minutes, page 4 ��

Dave Anderson
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2011-12 Officials Exams Due Dates
Beginning with the 2011-12 school year, officials will not be mailed sport exams. Officials

will be required to go online to complete the exam. More information regarding this new

process will be posted on the Officials Center when available.

SPORT AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE DUE DATE

Football August 1, 2011 August 22, 2011

Soccer August 1, 2011 August 22, 2011

Swimming & Diving August 1, 2011 August 22, 2011

Volleyball August 1, 2011 August 22, 2011

Basketball October 24, 2011 November 14, 2011

Gymnastics October 24, 2011 November 14, 2011

Wrestling October 24, 2011 November 14, 2011

Hockey October 24, 2011 November 14, 2011

Baseball February 20, 2012 March 12, 2012

Softball February 20, 2012 March 12, 2012

Track & Field February 20, 2012 March 12, 2012

PART II EXAMS (L5 and Master level officials only)

SPORT AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE DUE DATE

Soccer August 15, 2011 September 5, 2011

Football August 23, 2011 September 13 2011

Basketball November 28, 2011 December 19, 2011

Wrestling November 28, 2011 December 19, 2011

Baseball March 19, 2012 April 9, 2012

2011-12 Fall Sports Meetings
CROSS COUNTRY

NO MEETINGS - Information will be provided via Website Video
Presentation. The link and verification form will be available on
the School Center on the WIAA Website.

GIRLS GOLF
NO MEETINGS - Information will be provided via Website Video
Presentation. The link and verification form will be available on
the School Center on the WIAA Website.

FOOTBALL
NO MEETINGS - Information will be provided via Website Video
Presentation. The link and verification form will be available on
the WIAA Website School Center for coaches and Officials Center
for officials.

BOYS SOCCER
NO MEETINGS - Information will be provided via Website Video
Presentation. The link and verification form will be available on
the WIAA Website School Center for coaches and Officials Center
for officials.

SWIMMING & DIVING
NO MEETINGS - Information will be provided via Website Video
Presentation. The link and verification form will be available on
the WIAA Website School Center for coaches and Officials Center
for officials.

GIRLS TENNIS
NO MEETINGS - Information will be provided via Website Video
Presentation. The link and verification form will be available on
the School Center on the WIAA Website.

VOLLEYBALL
NO MEETINGS - Information will be provided via Website Video
Presentation. The link and verification form will be available on
the WIAA Website School Center for coaches and Officials Center
for officials. �

CCoorrnneerr
OOffffiicciiaallssOOffffiicciiaallss

BOYS SWIMMING & DIVING

Division 2: Meet Referee – Thomas Miller, III,
Menomonie; Diving Referee – Stephen Good, Manitowoc;
Starter – Stephen Good, Manitowoc; Stroke Judge –
William Benson, Manitowoc; Turn Judges – Al Schmidt,
Menomonee Falls & David Kammel, Madison

Division 1: Meet Referee – Meet Referee – Thomas
Miller, III, Menomonie; Diving Referee – Stephen Good,
Manitowoc; Starter – William Benson, Manitowoc; Stroke
Judge – Stephen Good, Manitowoc; Turn Judges – Al
Schmidt, Menomonee Falls & David Kammel, Madison

INDIVIDUAL WRESTLING

Scott Brookman, Tomah; Daniel Engelke, Rewey;
Blaine Felsman, Oshkosh; Glenn Goessl, Medford; Joe
Heil, Edgar; Harry Hellen, Barneveld; Ted Kiefer, Stevens
Point; Kirk Layer, Richland Center; Dan Parlier, Marathon;
Thomas Platner, Cedar Grove; Joe Schuster, Cudahy;
John Shefchik, Green Bay; Bradley Siebers, Kimberly;
Michael Willeman, East Troy; Tony Wilson, Delafield

TEAM WRESTLING

Tony Antczak, Dallas; Todd Goldbeck, Madison; Brett
King, Grafton; Chad Olson, Cumberland; Steve Schutte,
Menomonie; Steve Williamson, Blue River; Arvo Britten,
Wausau; Dave Miller, Middleton

HOCKEY

Travis Ahlberg, Birchwood; Kevin Airaudi, West Bend;
Robert Beaudoin, Amherst; Curtis Beecher, Madison;
Scott Bowmil, Waukesha; Mark Bray, Appleton; Daniel
Brown, Verona; William Conybear, Fitchburg; Daniel
Costello, Butler; Mike DeLong, Woodville; Dave Ferw-
erda, Madison; Tom Fitzgerald, Mosinee; Dan Fitzsimons,
Middleton; Timothy Fraley, Madison; Kyle Gasser,
Verona; Jeff Hanzlik, Chippewa Falls; Shawn Houser, Eau
Claire; Mike King, Fond du Lac; Jason Lassen, Onalaska;

Karl Olm, Madison; Kevin Reed, Milwaukee; Ryan Reis-
chel, Sun Prairie; Cyndi Robertson, New Berlin; Brad
Roethlisberger, Green Bay; Tim Rowan, Menomonie; Jill
Schleis, Madison; Amy Smith, Cottage Grove; Tony
Stemberger, Milwaukee; Scott Swid, Mosinee; Mathew
Tryggestad, Amery

GYMNASTICS

Division 1: Meet Referee – Helen Culliney, Grafton;
Balance Beam – Barb Fotsch, Sussex; Jacqueline
Strutt, Onalaska, Superior Judge; Claudia Quam, Plat-
teville; Floor Exercise – Lori Castleberg, Sun Prairie;
Cheryl Chapman, Racine; Cindy Hoenisch, Eau Claire,
Superior Judge; Vaulting – Brucie Chapman, Sharon,
Superior Judge; Shelley Fahey, La Crosse; Kathy Rundle,
Dodgeville; Uneven Parallel Bars – Jan Adkins, Sun
Prairie, Superior Judge; Cindy Birr, Reedsburg; Cheryl
Hancock, Holmen

Division 2: Balance Beam – Melissa Bremmer,
Cross Plains, Superior Judge; Kim Chynoweth, Wauke-
sha; Judy Papanek Smith, La Crosse; Floor Exercise –
Patricia Abraham, Onalaska, Superior Judge; Kersti
Lamers, Rhinelander; Carrie Pedersen, Eagle; Vaulting
– Becky Grilley, Elroy, Superior Judge; Christine Kalupa,
Kaukauna; Brenna Lutter, Baraboo; Uneven Parallel
Bars – Deb Brown, Sun Prairie, Superior Judge; Mari
Lucas, Prescott; Carrie Osswald, Whitefish Bay

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Pamela Alexander, Milwaukee; Abby Bickel, Racine;
Mike Brewer, Milwaukee; James Brockman, Oshkosh;
Eric Butalla, East Troy; Joe Coyle, DeForest; Ryan P. De-
Long, Holmen; Dave Derousseau, Rice Lake; Taylor De-
Valk, Madison; Shelley Dietz, Green Bay; Jed Durni, Eau
Claire; Bob Fasick, Madison; Paul Fischer, Alma Center;
Rob Frenchick, Hayward; Michael Gest, Sun Prairie;
Andre Gosch, Waukesha; Jon Hegge, Evansville; John

Horn, Dane; Tammy Hutchison, Racine; Charlie Ihle,
West Salem; Duane Ives, Madison; Chris Jenny, Edger-
ton; Denita Johnson, Milwaukee; Thomas Kislow, We-
ston; Todd Mangin, Whitelaw; Scott Meyer, New Holstein;
Tyler Moy, Eau Claire; Russ Mueller, Kiel; Paul Nelson,
Eau Claire; Timothy Owens, Kenosha; Cole A. Passe, La
Crosse; Jon Payne, Wausau; Michael Pfeil, Evansville;
Daryl L. Pries, Weston; Jeff Prince, Colfax; Lee Roberts,
Rio; Bill Rusboldt, Appleton; Katie Seitz, Milwaukee;
James Stadtmueller, Menasha; Mike Steidl, Milwaukee;
Steve Steiner, New Holstein; Scott Tahtinen, Barron; Tim
Treder, Kenosha; Patrick A. Tschimperle, Kaukauna;
Dean Van Amber, Eau Claire

BOYS BASKETBALL

Tim Bassett, Rice Lake; Michael J. Breed, Cameron;
Dave Brost, Janesville; Mike Bunge, Waunakee; Mark
Chrisinger, Holmen; Dave Dewey, Chetek; Mike Endreas,
Spencer; Ted Ford, Milwaukee; Fred Fullerton, De Pere;
Larry Garvoille, Oregon; Tony Giombetti, Appleton; Jeff
Hartl, Kieler; John Hemauer, West Bend; Thaddeaus
Hilliard, Milwaukee; Derek J. Horkan, Reedsburg; Scott
Huffman, Beloit; Stephen Johnson, Milwaukee; Tim Kem-
nitz, West Bend; Michael Klein, Hewitt; Ken Koester,
Wauwatosa; Lee Kornaus, Green Bay; Robin Last, Green
Bay; Steve Lyles, Oconomowoc; John Lynn, Kenosha;
Jason Mangin, Oshkosh; Steve Matuszewski, New
Franken; Ryan Nelson, Eau Claire; Tyler Nelson, Eau
Claire; Dean E. Oscar, Reedsburg; Wayne Prom,
Oconomowoc; Pete Reinders, Oconomowoc; Jerry
Reinke, South Milwaukee; Tim Rohlinger, Kewaskum; Joe
Theisen, Cottage Grove; David Timmerman, Lancaster;
Jeff Totzke, Eagle River; Denny Von Rueden, New Berlin;
Jim Von Rueden, Milwaukee; Ken Welter, Dickeyville;
Gary Williams, Sturtevant; Gene Wiltgen, La Crosse;
Todd Wittlinger, Albany; Jeff Wolf, Onalaska; Dan
Yagodinski, Luxemburg; Keith Zirbel, Union Grove �

Congratulations! 2011 Winter Tournament Officials
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Proposal #3—Summer Contact
RULES OF ELIGIBILITY—Article VI—Non-

school Participation, Section 2, C, b.
This change provides increased summer coaching

contact opportunities to soccer coaches. (Note: this
would allow unlimited nonschool coach contact to July
31.) A motion was made by Jim McClowry, Sun Prairie
and seconded by Monte Phillips, Janesville Craig to
support the amendment.

Barb Chiszar, Hayward asked for clarification of un-
limited nonschool contact. Wade Labecki explained
every school has five unrestricted contact days prior to
July 31 while nonschool contact involves no school in-
volvement but school facilities may be utilized when
secured through normal procedures, as available to the
general public.
The motion was approved by a vote of 183-

117.
Proposal #4—Summer Contact

RULES OF ELIGIBILITY—Article VI—Non-
school Participation, Section 2, C

This change clarifies when summer coaching con-
tact opportunities must be completed for all fall sports.
A motion was made by Vickie Dahl, Mineral Point and
seconded by Mike Gosz, Hamilton to support the
amendment.

Don Aanonsen, Marion, asked why the week in be-
tween. Wade Labecki said most of the discussion re-
volved around the fact that some members feel kids in
the summer should have at least one week off and they
don’t want the summer contact to extend right up to
the start of the fall season.

Scott Stier, West Bend West asked about summer
baseball and how this may correct itself automatically.
Wade Labecki indicated he had a discussion with sum-
mer baseball coaches about moving the State Summer
Baseball Tournament up five days to the third week in
July. The 2011 and 2012 start dates for football are set.
The motion was approved by a vote of 259-43.

Proposal #5—Physical Exams
RULES OF ELIGIBILITY—Article VII—Health

and Behavior/Compliance, Section 2, A
This change allows Physician’s Assistants to conduct

a sport physical and sign the athletic permit card. A
motion was made by Dan Karius, Slinger and seconded
by Paul Rozak, Stratford to support the amendment.
There was no discussion.
The motion was approved by a vote of 300-2.

Proposal #6—In-Season Code of
Conduct Violations

RULES OF ELIGIBILITY—Article VII—Health
and Behavior/Compliance, Section 2, C

This change would increase the minimum suspen-
sion of one contest for a code of conduct violation to
20% of the maximum games. Note: the overall change
would affect all minimums including honor reductions.
A motion was made by Michael Chapes, Oregon and
seconded by John Cleaver, Jr., Oshkosh Lourdes to sup-
port the amendment.

Wally Schoenherr, Waterloo felt the amendment
should read 20% of the number of contests scheduled
instead of 20% of the maximum games. Schools in the
north have difficulty with the baseball season and he
felt 20% of the actual games scheduled would be eq-
uitable. Wade Labecki responded the reason for the
maximum number of games is that it would be uniform
for the entire membership.

James Sekel, Cadott indicated his school revised its
code and adding the honesty clause helped. If you pe-
nalize too much, you may not have students come for-
ward and admit their mistake.

Paul Rozak, Stratford indicated Stratford effectively
uses a student assistance program and would hate to
see that lost. He would rather have students admit to

A proposal to create administrative rules related to soccer goals has been sent by the Safety
and Building Division of the Wisconsin Department of Commerce to the state legislature for assem-
bly and senate committee review.

The proposal to create administrative code chapter Comm 9, Movable Soccer Goals, is in re-
sponse to 2009 Wisconsin Act 390, s. 167.21, Wis. Stats., which calls for
rules to ensure that movable soccer goals are properly anchored or se-
cured to reduce the possibility of goals tipping over or being pull down
and resulting in injuries or fatalities.

The proposals developed reflect the Guidelines for Movable Soccer
Goal Safety from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. The
rules would apply to new and existing goals located at public places, such as parks, as well as
those located at private schools or private recreational facilities. Enforcement would be via a com-
plaint to Safety and Buildings Division staff, but the expectation is that owners of movable soccer
goals will voluntarily adhere to the rules once the information is made public.

There was previously a public hearing on the rules and the public can contact the legislative
committees if additional input is desired. The rules would possibly be effective July 1, 2011.

Here is a like to the code proposal documents,
http://commerce.wi.gov/SB/SB-CodeDevelopment.html#A9
For additional information, contact Jim Quast, Safety and Buildings Division Program Man-

ager, jim.quast@wi.gov, 608-266-9292. �

The Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association has entered into a contractual agreement
with Select Sport America that declares the Select “Royale” as the official soccer ball of the mem-
bership beginning Oct. 1, 2011.

The Royale ball will be used for all the girls and boys sectional and State Tournament soccer
games beginning with the boys Tournament Series next fall, which culminates with the State Tour-
nament on Oct. 27-30 at Uihlein Soccer Park in Milwaukee, Wis.

“The Soccer Coaches Advisory Committee is excited about the announcement of an agree-
ment with Select that will provide member schools with this type of product
for their State Championship play,” said Deb Hauser, the Associate Director
of the WIAA with administrative responsibilities for boys and girls soccer.
“The Royale soccer ball by Select was the choice of the committee to be-
come the official soccer ball for the WIAA State Championships.”

The ball is constructed with FPUS 1800 material and is hand sewn ac-
companied with a two-year warranty. It is designed for high school and club competitions at the
highest level and is approved by the National Federation of State High School Associations and the
National Collegiate Athletic Association.

The agreement offers every member school a rebate as well. For every 12 balls of the “Select
Numero 10” grade or better purchased during the season, schools receive two additional balls of
the same model at no cost.

For more information on the Royale model or Select Sport America, visit its website at:
http://www.selectsportamerica.com. �

Wisconsin Rules Aimed at
Anchoring Movable Soccer Goals

Select Sport Product Declared
Official Ball of WIAA Soccer Tournaments

a mistake and then determine what needs to be done,
as that is the best use of his time and that of the stu-
dent. Mr. Labecki indicated that is how the Board felt
but this amendment originated from a school and now
the members are considering the amendment.

Mike Chapes, Oregon reminded the membership
that students are breaking the rule and while looking at
this, you have to remember that young people’s minds
are not fully developed until the age of 24 so 10% is
not bad. He mentioned John Underwood and training
codes.

Ray Kosey, Superior reiterated that the honestly
clause can still be utilized and applauds this amend-
ment. He felt 20% of the scheduled games could be
consistent throughout the state.

Gene Strusz, Fox Valley Lutheran stated that one
competition is no deterrent and favored 20%. He was
familiar with John Underwood and reiterated how 20%
is very appropriate and students would support it.

Brian Miller, Ashland agreed with Ray Kosey with
20% of the maximum games scheduled. In rural areas,
the school boards are pressuring to eliminate travel.

A motion was made and seconded Gary Rabach,
Sturgeon Bay/Don Aanonsen, Marion to amend the
proposal to change it to 20% of the number of sched-
uled contests.

Stephanie Hauser, Stevens Point asked what hap-
pens if some of the scheduled games get rained out.
Wade Labecki answered it’s what on your schedule at
the beginning of the season. Concern was expressed
about adding games to the schedule and it fluctuating.

Paul Rozak, Stratford hoped to vote on the original
amendment and felt the change would prevent it from
being consistent throughout the state. There are dif-
ferent results if there are only 20 games as compared
to 26 games. Originally there were good wishes to do
what is best and he felt this is moving in the opposite
direction. He hoped the change would be voted down
so a uniform state policy could be put in place.

A hand vote was taken on 20% of the scheduled
contests took place and it failed on a 131-161 vote. A
complaint was expressed that some schools could have
more than one hand vote. Thus, a decision was made

Annual Meeting Minutes
from page 2 ______________________

See Annual Meeting Minutes, page 12 ��
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Athletes and
Photographers

WIAA athletes, and photographers, should
adhere to these guidelines, relative to individ-
ual pictures. WIAA rules allow photographers
to:

1. Display pictures of students in athletic
wear (letter jackets, jerseys, uniforms, etc.) in
their studio windows, on premises of studio
and in connection with other photographic dis-
plays and exhibits.

2. Use pictures of students in athletic wear
(as indicated above) in advertising brochures,
postal cards, sample boards, collages, direct
mailings, and similar situations.

3. Use pictures of students in athletic wear
in advertising form in a publication (newspaper,
magazine, etc.) or for television advertising, or
names of students identified as athletes in
radio advertising.

WIAA rules continue to prohibit athletes
from:

1. Receiving the equivalent of cash or mer-
chandise in the form of discounts in cost of pic-
tures, waivers of sitting fees, free wallet-size
photos, and similar inducements, if identified
as an athlete or selected because of being an
athlete.

2. Providing an endorsement, as an athlete,
in any promotional event. �

Coaches Participating
Against Athletes
In the Off-Season

Except during Board of Control approved
coaching contact days, WIAA rules indicate that
coaches may not provide sport instruction to, or
have coaching contact with student-athletes dur-
ing the off-season. This rule and its interpreta-
tion had prevented coaches from participating
against their athletes in structured, non-school
league competition, during the off-season. The
WIAA Board of Control approved a request by
the WIAA staff for a change in interpretation.
The present interpretation allows coaches to par-
ticipate against their athletes in league competi-
tion, organized by a non-school entity, during
the off-season. This means a volleyball coach,
for example, could be participating in a volleyball

league which included his/her volleyball
players as members of other teams.

It continues to be a violation of WIAA
rules for coaches to participate on the
same team as their athletes, in out-of-

season play, and to be involved in playing pickup
activity with their athletes during the off-season
except in school sponsored Open Gyms. The
other obvious exception to this is in the sports
of baseball, cross country, golf, gymnastics, soc-
cer (must conclude by July 31 for fall soccer),
softball, swimming & diving, tennis, track & field
and wrestling, during the summertime, when
school is not in normal session. �

Open GymsHigh School
Out-Of-Season
Concerns

WIAA Bylaw, Article II, Section 2, A., 2), in-
dicates “A school may not assemble athletes or
prospective athletes in physical education
classes, or some other manner, for purposes of
teaching fundamentals, techniques, plays,
etc., except during the designated school
season of a sport.” This includes the sum-
mer period, meaning that schools cannot
conduct a summer school class, or com-
munity education program, on basketball
fundamentals, for their basketball players.
It doesn’t matter if the class is open to all
students. The one exception is in the summer-
time during the Board of Control approved unre-
stricted contact period between the end of
school and July 31 (5 days in all WIAA sports).

This same Bylaw has another provision, indi-
cating “A school may not organize conditioning
programs limited to students with athletic team
status, or to prospective athletes, except during
the designated school season of a sport.” Off-
season weight-training programs are fine, as
long as they are not sport specific. If a weight-
training program is conducted, and is available
to anyone interested, and the activities that go
on are not sport specific, then it is acceptable
under WIAA guidelines. There cannot, however,
be incentives put in place to encourage athletes
to be involved in these off-season programs. For
example, it is not appropriate to indicate that
any football player attending a given
number of weight-training programs, will
receive a T-shirt. It is also unacceptable
for schools to provide a T-shirt to a bas-
ketball player, who attempts so many shots dur-
ing the off-season. Another example, of
unacceptable incentives, would be to include off-
season activities into the determination of who
gets to start during the season, or who gets to
play, or for participation in these activities to be
included in eligibility for a letter in that particular
sport.

Captains Practices: WIAA Rules of Eligibility
allow students to voluntarily assemble in the
summertime without school and/or coach in-
volvement. These assemblies may sometimes be
referred to as “captains practices.” �

BULLETIN Subscription Renewal Notice!
�

�

�
�

Coaches and schools cannot be involved in
out-of-season practice for athletes. However
open gyms do not violate WIAA rules if they are
conducted according to the following guidelines:

1. The open gym is made known and available
to all students in the designated population of
that school that is interested in attending. Open
gyms may be gender specific. It is also acceptable

to include people from the community.
Schools may conduct “open gyms” in any
activity. It is not acceptable to include ath-
letes from another school, public or non-
public.

2. There is no instruction during the
open gym by a coach or anyone else.

3. Coaches may supervise open gyms,
but they may not instruct, organize drills, etc.
Coaches can also recreate with students in school
sponsored, open gym settings that are purely
recreational in nature, i.e., there is no instruction,
sport skill demonstration, organized drills or re-
semblance of a practice being conducted.

4. There is no organized competition,
such as established teams participating
in round-robin competition, etc.

5. A member school is permitted to
supervise conditioning programs under the open
gym provisions, which may include weight lifting,
speed, agility, fitness. The program must be lim-
ited to non-sport and non-sport-skill-specific in-
struction. Basic ‘instruction’ e.g., safe lifting, safe
spotting, training regimen and rationale, are per-
mitted. No sport implements and/or sport specific
movement/drills should be part of the open gym

or weight room. These conditioning pro-
grams must be made known and accessi-
ble to all interested students and must be
voluntary.

Schools and coaches must clearly understand
that the philosophy of the open gym is that
youngsters from that school may attend, for
wholesome recreation, or for purposes of improv-
ing their skills if they choose, but it’s something
they do on their own. It would be a violation of
WIAA rules to mandate attendance at open gyms,
or to provide incentives for athletes to attend
open gyms, or to limit participation based on ath-
letic status, or to allow athletes from other
schools to come and work out or compete against
your school’s athletes. (BL – Art. II and RE – Art.
VI, Sect. 2) �

The BULLETIN has a circulation of over 20,000 for each of its 4 issues. School
people and officials receive the BULLETIN as part of their sports assessment or
licensed fee. But we do have several hundred readers who receive the BULLETIN
via the $10.00 subscription rate. If you are one of those readers, please use the
renewal form below to remain on our mailing list when we resume our publica-
tion schedule in the fall. If you do not currently receive the BULLETIN and would
like to subscribe, please follow the same procedure. Simply clip and mail the re-
newal form along with the $10.00 subscription fee to the following address:
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Recruiting Guidelines ____________________________________

By: Wade Labecki
WIAA Deputy Director

There are a few the things that athletic direc-
tors might want to review relative to WIAA
rules, as students participate in their summer
activities.

1) Remind those that might need to know,
the rules affecting transfer students. Distribute
the Transfer Rules and Waivers Quick Facts
(available on the WIAA website) to the appro-
priate people including your guidance and ad-
missions staff.

2) Review with coaches as necessary, the out
of season coaching contact rules for their sport.
Provide coaches with the summer contact form
so they can provide you with a schedule of their
planned contact days in advance. Remember
that volunteer coaches are the same as paid
coaches for purposes of this rule and that the
second time someone shows up at practice to
help coach they are considered a school coach.

a) All WIAA sport coaches are allowed up to
5 days of unrestricted coaching contact in the
summer, between the end of school and July 31.

b) A reminder that varsity and junior varsity
coaches can have coaching contact with 8th
grade students on down up until the point of
those 8th graders actually starting their 9th
grade year. Someone designated as a frosh
coach cannot have coaching contact with the 8th
graders except as a part of the approved unre-
stricted contact days.
3) Remember that schools cannot be in-

volved in out of season sports activities for

students in grades 10-12. The only excep-
tion is during the summertime within the
unrestricted coaching contact period.
School facilities are sometimes used by
nonschool groups for out of season camps
and clinics. If this is to be done Board of
Education policy for nonschool use of the
facility must be followed. This may involve
rent, and it is advisable that those conduct-
ing the activity have insurance protection.

a) If conducted, a nonschool camp should be
available to students from surrounding areas
and not just returning athletes at your school.
An acceptable non-school program may not be
restricted based on school and/or team status.

b) Out of season coaching rules apply.
4) Schools cannot conduct summer

school classes in sports fundamentals, etc.
in excess of the approved unrestricted con-
tact days and community education is a
school program with the same restrictions
and exceptions.

5) Schools may issue uniforms and/or pro-
tective apparel for nonschool activity, only with
formal approval of their school board or govern-
ing body.
6) Students must pay their own way to

any camp, clinic, or specialized training.
Nonschool groups can pay expenses re-
lated to actual competition, such as entry
fees into summer leagues, e.g. The school
cannot have any involvement with out of
season camps, clinics or competition un-
less the activity is part of the approved un-
restricted contact opportunity, is school

sponsored and available to all interested
students on a voluntary basis.

7) Open gyms can be conducted in the sum-
mer but open gym rules apply including restrict-
ing students from other schools from attending.

8) Remind students of amateur status and all
star rules. You may wish to ask students to con-
tact you prior to participating in all summer
sport activities so you can assess the activity
and help protect their eligibility.

9) Remind students they must conclude their
nonschool activity when the school season in
that sport starts.

10) It is important to remind students and
coaches that out of season and summertime ac-
tivities must be voluntary. Taking or requiring
attendance, providing incentives or connecting
playing time and/or lettering requirements to
out of season programs is prohibited.

11) A reminder that the academic eligibility
requirements apply to spring tournaments and
an athlete can become academically ineligible
and miss the opportunity to play in a state tour-
nament. Also, the period of ineligibility for the
fall is 15 scheduled school days or 21 calendar
days, depending on when school starts. The
WIAA will publish a chart this spring to help you
determine when eligibility is regained.

These rules apply to high schools. Some may
also apply to middle level but the rules at the
middle level are significantly different. These are
not all-inclusive but hopefully will serve as a re-
minder in a number of important areas. Working
to prevent the loss of athletic eligibility is always
worth the effort. �

WIAA rules prevent the recruitment of
students for athletic reasons. The specific
rule in question states: “No eligibility will
be granted for a student whose residence
within a school’s attendance boundaries,
with or without parents, or whose atten-
dance at a school has been the result of
undue influence (special consideration due
to athletic ability or potential) on the part
of any person, whether or not connected
with the school.”

It’s important to note that persons not con-
nected with the school can violate this rule, re-
sulting in a loss of eligibility. Schools are
ultimately responsible for the eligibility of all of
their students and the school needs to commu-
nicate rules and pay close attention to the cir-
cumstances that bring students to the school.

Obviously, public schools and private schools
encourage students to enroll and this certainly
can be done without violating the undue influ-
ence rule. The following gives some examples of
acceptable and unacceptable practices. This list
cannot be considered all-inclusive, but should be
helpful as an example.

Acceptable
High school personnel visiting a middle

school/elementary school to explain programs
and encourage all interested students to attend.

Inviting all interested students from a middle
school/elementary school to visit.

Providing game tickets to all interested stu-
dents and/or team members from a middle
school/elementary school or area youth teams.

Providing informational pamphlets which de-
scribe the high school to all interested students
at a middle level/elementary school.

Providing tuition reduction to prospective
students, based on need and/or scholastic
achievement.

Unacceptable
High school personnel visiting a middle

school/elementary school sport team to encour-
age players to attend.

Inviting selected students, because of ath-
letic potential or ability, to visit.

Providing game tickets to selected students,
based on athletic potential or ability.

Providing promotional pamphlets to selected
students, based on athletic potential or ability.

Providing tuition reduction to selected stu-
dents, based wholly or in part on athletic poten-
tial or ability.

Community or booster club member(s) con-
tacting a potential student, because of athletic
ability or potential, and encouraging attendance.

Providing items of apparel and/or other in-
centives to students.

Additional Examples
Interpretation of this provision now allows

youth athletic teams to receive invitation/com-

plimentary admission to high school sporting
events and to be acknowledged or introduced at
those events.

Teams may also perform and/or scrimmage
in connection with a high school event

Under no circumstances may a youth team
be introduced, etc., at more than one contest
per season.

This interpretation provides for admission,
acknowledgment and performance and/or
scrimmage opportunity.

These events may not extend or prolong the
contest or periods beyond the limits provided by
rule.

Participating in the high school team’s game
preparations is not permitted (e.g. pregame,
half-time, sidelines, locker room).

Under no circumstances will it be considered
acceptable to single out any individual
youth/middle level student athlete separate
from or disproportionate to the remainder of the
team.

It is the responsibility of schools to contact
other schools and report any possible violations
of WIAA rules. The WIAA is always willing to
provide rules clarifications and, where neces-
sary, will impose sanctions on schools and pro-
grams. It is far better for schools to provide
leadership and control to prevent problems
than to have to deal with these issues after the
fact. �

WIAA Eligibility – Summer Reminders
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A reminder that schools cannot be involved in conducting out-of-season
competition during the school year or during the summer. This means a school
cannot conduct 3-on-3 basketball tournaments, co-educational volleyball tour-
naments, softball tournaments, etc., outside the designated school season for
that particular sport. The one exception is in the summertime during the Board
of Control approved unrestricted contact period between the end of school and
July 31 (5 days for all WIAA sports). This does not prevent outside organiza-
tions, such as recreation departments which are not a part of the school, serv-
ice clubs, etc., from renting school facilities and conducting these types of
competitions, but the school itself cannot be directly involved.

A further reminder that the WIAA has a rule which states “A school may
not conduct intramural programs which involve athletes with past status on a
school team (varsity, junior varsity, sophomore, freshman), except during the
established school season of a sport.” A school cannot, for example, conduct
intramural volleyball during the spring, with girls’ volleyball players participat-
ing. It wouldn’t make any difference how many were on a given team, or
whether it was co-ed volleyball, if girls’ volleyball players were involved, it
would be a violation.

WIAA rules do not prevent students from participating in nonschool out-
of-season competitions. However, school facilities cannot be used for students
to practice for these competitions, unless a nonschool group or organization
has made arrangements through normal procedures, to use these facilities.

WIAA Bylaws state that schools, including their administrators, athletic di-
rector and coaches, shall not become involved directly or indirectly with the
coaching, management, direction, and/or promotion of any kind of all-star
game or similar contest involving students with remaining WIAA high school el-
igibility in any sport, if such all-star games or similar contests are held during
the established school year. �

WIAA rules prevent coaches from having coach-
ing contact with their athletes outside the season,
during the school year, in any sport. The rules further
prevent schools from offering a sport season, except
as outlined in the WIAA Season Regulations. An ath-
lete working as a clinician, under the direction of
his/her coach, is considered to be coaching contact.

This means, for example, that boys’ tennis play-
ers cannot serve as assistant coaches, clinicians, in-
structors, etc., during the girls’ tennis season, in the
school program. Obviously, girls’ tennis players are
similarly restricted during the boys’ tennis season.
Boys’ tennis players cannot practice with the girls’
tennis team because the boys’ tennis season is de-
fined in Season Regulations and the school cannot
make opportunities available outside the season.
Again, girls’ tennis players are similarly restricted.
Swimming, soccer, and golf are other sports with split
seasons where these rules apply.

Summertime – A school may conduct a clinic for
students in grade 8 and below, where high school
varsity and junior varsity coaches may use some or
all of their athletes as clinicians. Individual students
may be used as clinicians a maximum of 6 days dur-
ing the summer (when school is not in session).
Using students as clinicians in such a manner must
conclude no later than July 31. �

Summer Contact

School Involvement in
Out-Of-Season Activity

Split-Season Sports
(Golf, Soccer, Swimming, Tennis)

All sport coaches have five days of unre-
stricted coaching contact opportunity during the
summer, between the end of school and July
31; the days do not need to be consecutive. Un-
restricted opportunities allow you to use school
support and facilities as you would during the
season. Unrestricted means teams can assem-
ble with coaches, school monies and resources
can be applied, schools can sponsor the
events/activities. The 5 contact days must be
the same for all levels within a sport program.
Unrestricted contact days are open to any in-
terested student in your school.

In the sports of baseball, cross country, golf,
gymnastics, softball, swimming & diving, ten-
nis, track & field and wrestling, unlimited “non-
school” contact maybe used by coaches during
the summertime. The summer being defined as
when school is not in normal session, provided
such non-school programs are not limited to
students on the basis of school or team affilia-
tion. An ‘acceptable non-school program’ is one
which is not limited based on school and/or
team status. Unlimited contact is open to any
and all interested students in your community
and other communities. No school monies and
resources can be applied, schools cannot spon-
sor the events/activities. Use school support
and facilities must be done in the same manner
as any other non-school group such as 4-H, boy
scouts, or local rotary.

During the summer, athletes may assemble
in manner they wish. During the school year, no
activity in which students are participating
should resemble a school team practicing or
competing. During the summer, captain’s prac-
tices are allowed. They are not during the
school year. The booster club is considered non-
school.
What Types of Contact Allowances are
Provided to Coaches in the Summer?

Unrestricted Contact
Students on your school teams can assemble

with coaches, school monies and resources can
be used, schools can sponsor the events/activ-
ities.

• Contact is limited to 5 days from the last
day of school until July 31.

• Days do not need to be consecutive but
must be the same for all levels within a pro-
gram.
Unlimited Non-School Contact (limited

to certain sports)
Open to any and all interested students in

your community and other communities. NO
school monies and resources can be used,
schools cannot sponsor the events/activities.
School facilities must be contracted for in ac-
cordance with your school district policies.

• Contact may occur from the end of school
until the first day of school in the fall.

What Type of Contact Can Coaches Have
With Their Athletes?

All Sport Coaches
• Unrestricted Contact (see definition above)
Baseball, cross country, golf, gymnastics,

soccer, softball, swimming & diving, tennis,
track & field and wrestling coaches. Unlimited
nonschool coach contact for fall soccer must
conclude by July 31.

• Unrestricted Contact (see definition above)
• Unlimited Non-School Contact (see defini-

tion above)
How Can Athletes Assemble on Their Own?
Summer (Last day of school until first day of

school in the fall)
• During the summer, athletes may assem-

ble in any manner they wish. There are no re-
strictions as to the number of athletes from the
same school allowed on a given team.

• During the summer, captain’s practices are
allowed.
School Year (First day of school until last

day of school)
• During the school year, no activity in which

students are participating should resemble a
school team practicing or competing. While
there are not specific roster limits, it is advised
that there be diversity on any team of this type
competing/practicing during the school year.

• During the school year, captain’s practices
are not allowed. �
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WIAA Scholar Athletes Class of 2011

WIAA Recognizes 2011 Scholar Athlete Award Recipients __________________
Thirty two seniors, 16 girls and 16 boys, who

are equally outstanding in sports and in the class-
rooms at Wisconsin’s public and nonpublic high
schools, received the prestigious 2011 WIAA
Scholar Athlete Award, presented by the WIAA
membership and underwritten by Marshfield
Clinic.

The 32 scholar athlete finalists were chosen
from among a record 758 seniors nominated by
399 of the 506 member high schools in the state.
Every year since 1984, each of the WIAA-member
high schools has been invited to nominate one
boy and one girl for the WIAA Scholar Athlete
award. The average grade point of all Wisconsin
student athletes nominated this year was 3.84,
and 180 of the nominated student athletes had
perfect 4.0 GPAs.

To determine the top 32 finalists, four boys
and four girls are selected from each of four WIAA
divisions based on both athletic and academic
achievement. Sixteen of this year’s 32 WIAA

Scholar Athlete finalists have a grade point aver-
age of 4.0 to date, while the average GPA is 3.90.
All 32 scholar athlete finalists earned a total of
315 letters (an average of nine letters per athlete)
during their first 3 1/2 years of high school.

The 2011 WIAA Scholar Athletes, as well as
their families and school representatives, were
recognized at the awards ceremony Sunday, May
1 at the Jefferson Street Inn in Wausau.

Each Scholar Athlete received a medallion, cer-
tificate and plaque for display in their school’s tro-
phy case. The featured speaker was Suzy
Favor-Hamilton, Stevens Point native and three-
time U.S. Olympian track athlete. Collegiately, she
recorded the most wins ever at the University of
Wisconsin, and she holds seven US National
Championships, nine NCAA titles and was named
the Big Ten Athlete of the Decade for the 1990s.

An archived Webcast of the awards ceremony
is available at www.wiaa.tv.

All 758 students nominated for the award by
their high school athletic director will be pre-
sented with a medal at their school recognizing
them as their school’s top male or female scholar
athlete. Here is a list of the 2011 Scholar Athlete
Finalists

DIVISION 1 – BOYS
Sam Arneson, Merrill—Merrill High School
Lance Baretz, Franklin—Franklin High School
Connor Hildebrandt, Kenosha—Kenosha Tremper High
School

James Killian, Green Bay—Bay Port High School*
DIVISION 1 – GIRLS

Katy Allen, Waukesha—Waukesha South High School
Kendra J. Bowe, Chippewa Falls—Chippewa Falls High
School

Ashley Green, Glendale—Nicolet High School
Maria Van Abel, Kaukauna—Kaukauna High School

DIVISION 2 – BOYS
Daniel Banh, Clinton—Clinton High School*
Jacob McCabe, West Salem—West Salem High School
Brady Nelson, Mauston—Mauston High School
Bo Seibel, Campbellsport—Kewaskum High School

DIVISION 2 – GIRLS
Katie Gonnering, Seymour—Freedom High School*
Meagan Koepnick, La Crosse—West Salem High School
Meggie Schmidt, Edgerton—Edgerton High School
Anika Whiting, Ashland—Ashland High School*

DIVISION 3 – BOYS
Alex Erickson, Argyle—Darlington High School
Jonathan Luedtke, Lomira—Lomira High School
William Schifeling, Eau Claire—Regis High School
Ben Tauchen, Bonduel—Bonduel High School*

DIVISION 3 – GIRLS
Liz Breu, Auburndale—Auburndale High School
Sierra Flury, Osseo—Osseo-Fairchild High School
Sloan Kessler, Onalaska—Aquinas High School*
Sarah McMahon, Colfax—Colfax High School

DIVISION 4 – BOYS
TJ Huizenga, Cambria—Randolph High School
Ty Ketz, Clayton—Clayton High School
Daniel Petkau, Rib Lake—Rib Lake High School
Corey Tallier, Gilman—Gilman High School*

DIVISION 4 – GIRLS
Hailey L. Brown, Elroy—Royall High School*
Megan Connolly, Wausau—Newman Catholic High School
Bria Halama, Independence—Independence High School
Sam Nelson, Frederic—Frederic High School

*indicates that the student is that school’s first statewide winner.

Each WIAA Regional and Sectional Golf tour-
nament will now be able to provide on-line scor-
ing beginning with the 2011 Spring Boy’s Golf
tournaments.

This new feature will allow host schools to
post scores to the golf result webpage on the
WIAA website <wiaawi.org>. This scor-
ing program allows host schools to input
scores in a user-friendly manner. The
scores are then sent to the WIAA’s data-
base and printed on a website linked to
the WIAA website.

Tournament scores are then printed display-
ing team scores, individual player scores,

tiebreaker scores and hole-by-hole scoring for
each team and player for each tourna-
ment.

This detailed scoring feature will help
enhance results and information from
each WIAA Regional and Sectional. This

will add a completely new com-
munication opportunity for high
school golf that provides results to local
and state-wide media as well as fans of
high school golf.

The scoring system is the culminat-
ing project of the on-line golf program. The first
phase, completed in 2010, allowed coaches to

enter regular season scores and their tourna-
ment lineup on-line. This information
is now used to determine groups and
tee schedules for Regional meets.

School’s scoring averages along
with groupings and the tee schedules
for each Regional and Sectional will be
posted on the golf webpage prior to

each tournament.
Questions regarding school team’s entries or

use of the golf scoring program should be di-
rected to Tom Shafranski, WIAA Assistant Direc-
tor, via email at tshafranski@wiaawi.org, or by
calling (715) 344-8580. �

Tom Shafranski

2011 WIAA Boy’s Golf Tournament to Feature
On-line Scoring for Regionals and Sectionals
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SOFTBALL ___________________________________
Baraboo at DeForest
May 2, 2011

This game serves as a model for what high
school sports should look like. The game was
very well played, with a number of fine plays
from both teams. As impressive as
the level of play was, the level of
sportsmanship was even higher. I
observed the Baraboo pitcher pick-
ing up a bat to hand to a DeForest
player. I saw the same from the De-
Forest catcher. I heard the Baraboo
third-base coach say "nice play" to a DeForest
infielder. After the game, one of the Baraboo
coaches tracked us down in left field to com-
pliment us on the job we did. That is not at all
common to hear from a team that lost a one-
run decision in an important conference game.
Not once during the game did I hear a player,
coach, or fan from either side complain about
a ball/strike or safe/out call. Both schools and
communities should be very proud of their
program.

Reporting Official: Jim Langkamp

Pacelli at Wittenberg-Birnamwood
April 29, 2011

This was a great game to work. From the
pre-game conference throughout the game,
the coaches and players showed excellent
sportsmanship. The players hustled on and off
the field between innings like they are ex-
pected to do. I was very impressed with both
coaching staffs. They continually encouraged
their players throughout the game and
coached the entire game. There were a couple
of close plays and never did a coach or player
question a call - they accepted the call made
and made encouraging comments to their
players. One particular situation by the Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood head coach should
be noted. One of his girls struck out and
as she headed toward the dugout she was
frustrated and he made sure that she
maintained sportsmanship and followed
the rules and made the comment, "keep the
helmet on," until she got to the dugout. Both
teams need to be complemented.

Reporting Official: Lance Bagstad

Beloit Memorial at Madison La Follette
April 11, 2011

A Madison La Follette runner made a legal
slide into second base. She made contact with
the Beloit Memorial second baseman. The sec-
ond baseman fell down on her elbow and all
of the coaches from both teams came onto the
field. The runner from La Follette got up and
ran off the field. After a couple of minutes the
second baseman was ready to play. The assis-
tant coach from Beloit Memorial told the sec-
ond baseman to go and thank the runner for
making a legal slide, for if it had been an ille-
gal slide the injury could of been worse. The
Beloit Memorial player ran over to the La Fol-
lette bench and thanked the runner. My part-
ner and myself believe this is a great display
of sportsmanship. We always talk about

sportsmanship at our pre-game conference
and it is great to see this kind of sportsman-
ship demonstrated.

Reporting Official: Larry Olson

Big Foot at Jefferson
April 7, 2011

Both teams hustled in/out as asked to
in our pre-game discussion. This game
went back and forth most of the game with
Jefferson pulling the game out late.There
was a player from Big Foot hit in the bot-
tom of her helmet by a throw down to sec-
ond base on a steal play. In between

innings, the Jefferson catcher made a point of
seeking this player out and actually apologized
to her. After the game, both teams did the
hand shaking and some even did some
hugs. Coaches were also good sports
even on a couple of calls that didn't go
their way. They just asked why the call
was made one way that didn't favor
their team and like gentlemen ac-
cepted the explanation and the game
continued.

Reporting Official: Darwin Thompson

BASEBALL ___________________________________
Appleton East at Appleton North
May 3, 2011

I wanted to thank both Appleton East and
Appleton North baseball programs for a fine
display of first-rate sportsmanship. It was a
great game with many examples of positive
sportsmanship. We wanted to specifically
commend four young men for outstanding
sportsmanship and leadership: Travis Buxton
and Taran Tierney of Appleton East, and Ben
Morgan and Grant Yost of Appleton North. We
each noticed these young men hustling in and
out of the dugout, down the first base line, re-

trieving foul balls, and helping oppo-
nents, as well as umpires with bats
and helmets. I was truly impressed
with these young men and how they
lead their respective teams by posi-

tive example. The Appleton School District
should be very proud of Travis, Taran, Ben and
Grant, their teams, and each coaching staff for
the positive display of sportsmanship before,
throughout, and after the contest.

Reporting Official: Brent Thompson

Wausau East at Stevens Point
May 2, 2011

I felt compelled today to file a report that
would let the area know about a program in
our area. Wausau East is running a class base-
ball program! This was my second
encounter with Wausau East this
season, and while I've seen a short-
age in good sportsmanship this sea-
son, not here. Even though a close
call or two did not go their way, the
East coaches handle things the correct way.
Kudos to this team loaded with talent, class
and sportsmanship. Be proud Wausau East
you have something we think is special.

Reporting Official: Rich Hohl

Sheboygan South at Green Bay Preble
April 20, 2011

I wanted to say thank the coaches for their
leadership displayed during the game. Both
teams showed excellent sportsmanship. I es-
pecially would like to recognize Nate Francois
of Green Bay Preble and Carter Amundson of
Sheboygan South. I appreciated their help
with picking up bats. Both of these young men
exhibited fine leadership with the words of en-
couragement that they shared with their
teammates.

Reporting Official: Phil Punzel

Chilton at Roncalli
April 14, 2011

It was a pleasure to work a high school
baseball game and witness super
sportsmanship by a team. In this case
both teams were involved and dis-
played excellent teamwork and com-
posure at all times. A testament to
good coaching and the coaches’ expec-
tations. Again, I only submit one of

these reports if the players, coaches and fans
all participate as a part of a great game. All
people present displayed the expected sports-
manship that the WIAA has emphasized in the
past. My compliments to head coach Dennis
Vogel and his assistant Doug Beely. This game
rates as excellent and continue the excep-
tional work in the future.

Reporting Official: Pete Holm

Marinette at Seymour
April 25, 2011

The citizens of Seymour and Marinette
should be proud of the young men that par-
ticipate in varsity baseball. Members of both
teams did an excellent job displaying sports-
manship during this afternoon's game. Nate
Zeise of Seymour and Jakeb Francour of
Marinette the way the both of you conducted
yourself on the field was noticed. Your positive
attitude and words of encouragement were
appreciated by your teammates. A special
thank you to athletic director Mark Zahn and
the staff at Seymour for getting the field ready
for play. You did a great job.

Reporting Official: Phil Punzel

Stevens Point at D.C. Everest
April 21, 2011

My partner and were contacted and kept
up-to-date by LeeAnn Kitchell about the
change of site, due to weather concerns with
the regular varsity baseball field. Her commu-
nication with us was awesome. The game was

one of my firsts--a tie game 2-2 when the
game was suspended due to darkness. I
would like to commend both sets of ath-
letes, coaching staffs, and fans on just a
super game. It was too bad that we didn't
have lights, but for the amount of game

that we got to play it was fun to officiate. Good
luck to both teams the rest of the year, way to
go, and keep up the good work in the area of
sportsmanship.

Reporting Official: Michael Igl

Sports Report “PLUS”
Exemplary sportsmanship as submitted by licensed officials.®

The following reports of good sportsmanship have been submitted to the WIAA. Appreciation goes out to those officials taking the time to give recognition
to those schools and individuals deserving of acknowledgement.
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A concussion is a type of traumatic brain injury
that interferes with normal function of the brain.
All concussions are brain injuries. The WIAA rec-
ommends avoiding the use of nicknames like
“ding” or “bell ringer” to describe concussion be-
cause those terms minimize the seriousness of
concussion.

A concussion can be caused by blow to the
head or even a blow to the body alone. The force
moves or twists the brain in the skull. It is impor-
tant to know that loss of consciousness is not re-
quired to have a concussion. In fact, less than
10% of athletes lose consciousness. A concussion
is a very complex physiologic event that causes a
problem with brain function not brain structure.
Therefore, CT/CAT scan and MRI are usually nor-
mal in athletes with concussion. Imaging studies
may be needed to rule out brain bleeds, but are
not indicated in all head concussions.

Even what appears to be a mild blow to the
head or body can cause the brain to suddenly
shift or move. This motion can injure and damage
brain cells. Research has shown that this damage
may take up to 2 weeks to heal, but it can take
longer.

There are unique concerns surrounding con-
cussion in high school sports:

1) Adolescents are more vulnerable and get
concussions more often

2) Adolescents take longer than adults to heal
from concussion, unlike musculoskeletal injuries

3) Most high schools may not have access to a
team physician or an athletic trainer for all of their
teams & activities, thus the responsibility for
identifying a possible concussion falls on athletes,
coaches and parents

4) High school players can be reluctant to
admit their symptoms for fear of removal from
the contest

Concussion affects people in four areas of
function:

1) Physical – This describes how they feel:
headache, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, tired and
loss of consciousness (which is uncommon in con-
cussion).

2) Thinking – Poor memory and concentration,
responds to questions more slowly and asks
repetitive questions. Concussion can cause an al-
tered state of awareness and thinking.

3) Emotions - A concussion can make a person
more irritable or sad and cause mood swings.

4) Sleep – Concussions frequently cause trou-
ble falling asleep and may wake athletes up
overnight, which can make them more fatigued
throughout the day.

Based on recent high school injury surveillance
information, the following sports have the highest
risk of concussion based on athletic exposures
(practice + competition). Concussions occur most
frequently in the following sports (in order): foot-
ball, boys & girls ice hockey, girls lacrosse, girls
soccer, boys lacrosse, wrestling, girls basketball,
girls field hockey, boys soccer, softball and boys
basketball.

Noticeable in this data is that the risk for girls
is much higher than boys in the same sports; in
fact soccer & basketball carry twice the risk for
concussion in girls than boys. Most importantly,
concussion can happen to anyone in any sport.
Concussions also occur away from organized

sports in physical education class, on the play-
ground, while skiing or snowboarding, and when
involved in a motor vehicle collision.

Everyone involved with high school athletics
must be alert for potential injuries on the field and
be able to recognize signs and symptoms of con-
cussion. While coaches are not expected to make
a diagnosis of concussion, it is expected for
coaches to be aware that their athletes may have
a concussion and then hold them out of all activity
until they are medically cleared by a healthcare
provider. Signs are what can be seen by others,
like clumsiness, while symptoms are what the in-
jured player feels, like a headache. Remember,
athletes should report their symptoms, but they
may not unless they are asked and even then it is
important to consider that athletes may not be
telling the truth. Thus, it is important for schools
to educate their athletes, coaching staff and par-
ents in the preseason about the seriousness of
concussion and the importance of athletes hon-
estly reporting their symptoms and injuries.

These are some SIGNS of concussion (what
others can see in an injured athlete):

• Dazed or stunned appearance
• Change in the level of consciousness or

awareness
• Confused about assignment
• Forgets plays
• Unsure of score, game, opponent
• Clumsy
• Answers more slowly than usual
• Shows behavior changes
• Loss of consciousness
• Asks repetitive questions or memory con-

cerns
These are some of the more common SYMP-

TOMS of concussion (what an injured athlete
feels):

• Headache
• Nausea
• Dizzy or unsteady
• Sensitive to light or noise
• Feeling mentally foggy
• Problems with concentration and memory
• Confused
• Slow
Injured athletes can exhibit many or just a few

of the signs and/or symptoms of concussion.
However, if a player exhibits any signs or symp-
toms of concussion, the responsibility is simple:
remove them from participation. “When in
doubt sit them out.”

It is important to notify a parent or guardian
when an athlete is thought to have a concussion.
Any athlete with a concussion must be seen by an
appropriate health care provider before returning
to practice (including weight lifting) or competi-
tion.

Note: WIAA Sports Medical Advisory Council
identifies a physician and licensed athletic trainer
(LAT) under the direct supervision of a physician
as an appropriate health care professional for de-
termining return to play other than the same day.

While all concussions are serious injuries,
some injured athletes will require emergency
care. Anytime you are uncomfortable with an ath-
lete on the sideline, it is reasonable to activate
the Emergency Medical System (911). The follow-
ing are reasons to activate the EMS, as any wors-

ening signs or symptoms may represent a med-
ical emergency:

1) Loss of consciousness, this may indicate
more serious head injury

2) Decreasing level of alertness
3) Unusually drowsy
4) Severe or worsening HA
5) Seizure
6) Persistent vomiting
7) Difficulty breathing
If you suspect a player may have a concus-

sion, that athlete should be immediately removed
from play. The injured athlete should be kept out
of play until they are cleared to return by an ap-
propriate health care provider. If the athlete has
a concussion, that athlete should never be al-
lowed to return to activity (conditioning, practice
or competition) that day. Athletes with a concus-
sion should never be allowed to return to activity
while they still have symptoms.

A player with a concussion must be carefully
observed throughout the practice or competition
to be sure they are not feeling worse. Even
though the athlete is not playing, never send a
concussed athlete to the locker room alone and
never allow the injured athlete to drive home.

Most concussions are temporary and they re-
solve without causing residual problems. However
in the adolescent population, 10-20% of athletes
that have a concussion have signs or symptoms
that persist beyond 2 weeks. These symptoms of
headache, difficulty concentrating, poor memory
and sleep disturbances can lead to academic trou-
bles among other problems. Concussion symp-
toms may even last weeks to months
(post-concussion syndrome).

Allowing an injured athlete to return too
quickly increases the risk for repeat concussion.
Repeat concussion may cause Second Impact
Syndrome. Second Impact Syndrome is a rare
phenomenon which happens only in young ath-
letes that causes rapid brain swelling and death.
Repeat concussions may increase the chance of
long term problems, such as decreased brain
function, persistent symptoms and potentially
chronic traumatic encephalopathy (a disorder that
cause early degeneration of the brain similar to
what is seen with Alzheimer’s disease).

A major concern with concussion in the high
school athlete is that it can interfere with school
performance. The signs and symptoms of poor
short-term memory, concentration and organiza-
tion may temporarily turn a good student into a
poor student. The best way to address this is to
decrease the academic workload by potentially
taking time off from school or going partial days.
Injured athletes should have extra time to com-
plete homework and tests, and they should be
given written instructions for homework. New in-
formation should be presented slowly and re-
peated. Injured athletes will need time to catch
up and may benefit from tutoring. If an athlete
develops worsening symptoms at school, he/she
should be allowed to visit the school nurse. The
school and coaches should maintain regular con-
tact with the injured athlete’s parents to update
progress. Athletes with a concussion should re-
turn to full speed academics without accommo-
dations before returning to sports.

Concussion Information - When in Doubt, Sit Them Out!

See Concussion Information, page 11 ��

Wade Labecki



Rest is the essential component of concussion
treatment. Further contact is to be avoided at all
costs due to risk of repeat concussion and Second
Impact Syndrome. Physical exertion can also
worsen symptoms and prolong concussion recov-
ery- this includes aerobic conditioning and resist-
ance training. Physical activity should not be
started without authorization by an appropriate
health care provider.

It is also important to remember that the ath-
lete’s concussion can interfere with work and social
events (movies, dances, attending games, etc.). It
is important for injured athletes to sleep as often
as possible. It is also helpful for parents to de-
crease brain stimulation at home by limiting video
games, computer time, text messaging, and
TV/movies.

Neuropsychological testing has become more
commonplace in concussion evaluation as a means
to provide an objective measure of brain function.
It is best used as a tool to help ensure safe return
to activity and not as the only piece of the decision
making process. Testing is currently done using
computerized neuropsychological testing (exam-
ple: ImPACT, Axon Sports) or through a more de-
tailed pen and paper test administered by a
neuropsychologist.

If neuropsychological testing is available, ideally
a baseline or pre-injury test is obtained prior to the
season. This baseline should be done in a quiet en-
vironment when the athlete is well rested. It is felt
that baseline testing should be repeated every two
years for the developing adolescent brain. If there
is no baseline available, the injured athlete’s scores
can be compared to age established norms. The

WIAA feels that neuropsychological testing can be
a very useful tool with regard to concussion man-
agement.

RETURN TO PLAY
Current recommendations are for a stepwise re-

turn to play program. In order to resume activity,
the athlete must be symptom free and off any
pain control or headache medications. The athlete
should be carrying a full academic load without any
significant accommodations. Finally, the athlete
must have clearance from an appropriate health
care provider.

The program described below is a guideline for
returning concussed athletes when they are symp-
tom free. Athletes with multiple concussions and
athletes with prolonged symptoms often require a
very different return to activity program and
should be managed by a physician that has expe-
rience in treating concussion.

The following program allows for one step per
24 hours. The program allows for a gradual in-
crease in heart rate/physical exertion, coordina-
tion, and then allows contact. If symptoms return,
the athlete should stop activity and notify their
healthcare provider before progressing to the next
level.

STEP ONE: About 15 minutes of light exercise:
stationary biking or jogging

STEP TWO: More strenuous running and sprint-
ing in the gym or field without equipment

STEP THREE: Begin non-contact drills in full
uniform. May also resume weight lifting

STEP FOUR: Full practice with contact
STEP FIVE: Full game clearance

PREVENTION
There is nothing that truly prevents concussion.

Education and recognition of concussion are the
keys in reducing the risk of problems with concus-
sion.

Proper equipment fit and use may reduce the
risk of concussion. However, helmets do NOT pre-
vent concussion. They are used to prevent facial
injuries and skull fractures. Most importantly,
proper technique for hitting/contact are vital, for
example, athletes that lower their head while mak-
ing a football tackle have a significantly higher risk
for concussion and neck injuries. Athletes should
never lead with their head or helmet.

All schools should have an Emergency Action
Plan. This plan can be used for any medical emer-
gency from a concussion to a neck injury to ana-
phylaxis (severe allergic reaction). There should be
an emergency action plan for every practice and
competition area which should be practiced yearly.

The WIAA encourages every member school to
promote concussion education and bring about a
positive change in concussion culture by discussing
this topic with all teachers, coaches, athletes and
parents.

Further reading and additional education mate-
rial can be obtained through the following loca-
tions:

www.nfhs.com
www.nfhslearn.com (free concussion education

video)
www.cdc.gov/concussion/headsup/high_school.

html (Heads Up program)
www.wisportsconcussion.org (Wisconsin Sports

Concussion Collaborative) �
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No contact with an opposing player’s head or
neck area will be allowed at any time in high
school ice hockey, effective with the 2011-12
school year. Any contact of that kind could result
in a stand-alone minor or major penalty, or even
a disqualification.

This was one of six rules changes approved
by the National Federation of State High School
Associations (NFHS) Ice Hockey Rules Commit-
tee at its April 18-19 meeting in Indianapolis.
The rules changes were subsequently approved
by the NFHS Board of Directors.

The change to Rule 6-8 was made to heighten
awareness of the seriousness of any type of con-
tact to the head, as well as that of any action
that might cause a concussion, much like the po-
tential of serious injury caused by checking from
behind.

“Removal of language allowing officials dis-
cretion in administering penalties from Rule 6-8
regarding contact to the head places additional
emphasis on head or neck contact
to an opposing player,” said Tom
Shafranski, chair of the rules
committee and an assistant direc-
tor of the Wisconsin Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association. “It is the
hope of the committee that this
stricter language will further ad-
dress concussion management,
rough play and the overall well-being of a

player’s health in high school ice hockey.”
The committee also revised Rule 6-29-2,

which now allows play to continue after a shot
on goal, resulting in a delayed offside.

The committee removed language from the
rule and added a note stating, “If
the puck enters the defending
team’s goal during a delayed off-
side or immediately after the off-
side, the goal is disallowed.”

The revised rule will allow play
to continue, allow a defensive
player to gain possession of the
puck and advance the puck up the
ice, and allow the game to continue without a
faceoff.

“The present rule is a disadvantage to the de-
fensive team because it provides the attacking
team a faceoff,” said Dan Schuster, NFHS Educa-
tion Program Specialist and liaison to the Ice
Hockey Rules Committee. “The change will add

flow to the game, eliminating unneces-
sary stoppages in play.”

The addition of Rule 2-3-4 requires
teams to remain in their respective
bench areas until the referee signals the
players to proceed directly to their re-
spective dressing rooms.

The intent of this new rule is to de-
crease the potential of conflict between

the teams at the end of a period.

“The committee felt it unneces-
sary for teams to cross paths after periods and
wanted to minimize the opportunity for un-
sportsmanlike behavior,” Schuster said.

The committee also changed Rule 6-39-1,
which will allow all regular-season
games to be played under overtime
procedures adopted by the respective
state high school associations.

Two final changes to the ice hockey
rules book are revisions that the NFHS
Board of Directors has approved for
use in all NFHS rules books.

The first rule extends the clerical
duties of officials beyond the end of the game
through the completion of any reports required
from actions that occurred while the officials had
jurisdiction.

The second authorizes state associations to
grant exceptions to NFHS playing rules for par-
ticipants with disabilities, special needs or exten-
uating circumstances.

“The rules revisions approved by the 2011
NFHS Ice Hockey Rules Committee reflect the
current stability of high school ice hockey,”
Shafranski said. “The NFHS has been at the fore-
front of national organizations in emphasizing
the importance of recognizing and properly man-
aging concussions, as well as educating individ-
uals associated with the game regarding such
practices.” �

Ice Hockey Rules Revisions

Focus on Concussion Prevention and Flow of Game

FROM THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF STATE HIGH SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS
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to use the extra ballot provided with the meeting ma-
terial. The results of counting the extra ballot on the
change to the amendment revealed a 130-174 vote so
the change to the amendment failed.
The original motion then failed by a vote of

146-155 so status quo will remain.

Proposal #7—In-Season Code of
Conduct Violations

RULES OF ELIGIBILITY—Article VII—Health
and Behavior/Compliance, Section 2, D

This change would clarify the rule for suspension
during any portion of a tournament series game. A mo-
tion was made by Scott Tolzman, Dodgeville and sec-
onded by Tim Zachow, Appleton East to support the
amendment. There was no discussion. The motion was
approved by a vote of 294-7.

Editorial changes to the Rules of Eligibility were pre-
sented by Wade Labecki. Editorial changes are at-
tempts to clarify existing rules without making changes
in the rules. The change may be merely a word(s) or
the addition or deletion of a sentence, while in other
cases, the change may reflect recent Board of Control
interpretation of membership wishes. A motion was
made Brian Skortz, Fond du Lac and seconded by Paul
Rozak, Stratford to approve the editorial changes.
There was no discussion. The motion was approved by
a vote of 279-24.

Jay Hammes, Racine Horlick announced that the
NIAAA will be producing 15,000 poster signs that will
be given to schools. They will state that attending high
school sports is a privilege and will be provided free of
charge.

Dave Anderson presented the Director’s Report and
informed the membership that the staff will blog after
this morning’s discussions.

Good morning and thank you for making time to
travel and assemble here – as educational leaders – for
this, the 116th Annual Meeting of the WIAA Member-
ship.

Since 1896, school leaders have annually come to-
gether to shape and affirm interscholastic athletics in
the state of Wisconsin and to reaffirm this organization
known as the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Asso-
ciation.

Before beginning the review of Old Business, a re-
minder that WIAA Staff will once again be live blogging
immediately following today’s discussions. Simply go
to www.wiaawi.org and follow the directions to join in
this live blog. I’d also like to acknowledge Todd Clark’s
efforts in creating our slide presentation.

We began last fall’s area meetings with handouts
and discussion of the importance of advocating for High
School Athletics. Little did any of us realize then the
even more challenging and uncertain times we would
be confronting now. I believe in times like these it is
more important than ever to champion our programs –
both with our words and with our actions. At typically
less than 3% of a district’s budget, interscholastic ath-
letics – and all the extra curricular programs – continue
to serve students, schools and communities in ways to-
tally unique to this educational medium.

In light of present circumstances I have challenged
our staff to continue to search for more stories, more
news, more data that we can share with you in order
to assist you in your efforts to sustain programs and
opportunities. By the same token, if you come across
information, stories, research or ideas that can be
helpful in these efforts, please get them to us so that
we can share them with others.

Over the course of this past year we have imple-
mented ideas that allow the executive staff to more ef-
ficiently and effectively continue to provide service to
you and the general public. Six administrative staff
serving over 500 school communities – God Bless our
support team. As a result you have seen an expanded
use of electronic communication, a redesigned and up-

to-date web site and an expanded use of social media.
Even though each year the costs of awards, tourna-
ment venues, insurance, event security, legal fees, and
all those things necessary to sustain a State Associa-
tion’s work go up, we have fought to preserve the level
of service and support you have grown accustomed to.
And our efforts in these areas are ongoing.

In this past year we have modestly grown WIAA
sponsorship and royalties. We have re-structured the
Board and Council’s summer business meeting and re-
treat. We continue to scrutinize internal practices –
which to this point in time have documented $60,000
in savings this year. While these efforts alone are not
yet able to sustain an increase in current revenue shar-
ing and reimbursement formulas, they have allowed us
to continue to avoid any increases in membership dues
and fees and any across the board ticket price in-
creases. WIAA membership dues and sport fees have
not increased since 1988 and sport fees have not
changed since 1991. And at a price of roughly $4.00
per game we believe our events remain family friendly
and affordable in these challenging times. In recent
years the WIAA has returned $3.5 million to members
in tournament reimbursements. Beginning next year
we will be able to issue a report to each member school
that reflects the total annual reimbursements they
have received as a result of hosting and participating in
WIAA tournaments.

Another ongoing effort in our office has been to
identify and cultivate potential revenue streams for
you. A growing number of you have begun to join the
ILC, and are protecting your name, mascots and logos,
and by setting up your own web store, have seen rev-
enue that to this point had not been realized.

Through our partnership with When We Were Young
and Play On Sports, we’ve created an opportunity for
you to develop a protected internet site on the
WIAA.TV website – which, when you choose to take ad-
vantage will afford you the opportunity to produce,
control, and locally market all of your school’s pro-
grams, retaining 100% of your advertising profits. This
same program has rapidly caught on in Michigan and I
believe it holds great, great potential for you.

These are programs in most respects, identical to
what universities and other sports leagues have devel-
oped to maximize their revenue potential. If you’re re-
luctant to do this just for your school, let’s explore the
possibility for your conference. Look what the Big 10
network has achieved. Each week, as a staff we con-
tinue to search for ways and ideas that might help you.
Though some of these ideas reflect a departure from
“how we’ve always done it,” I truly believe they are one
of the pathways to preserve and promote your pro-
grams and their future.

On-line ticketing was a topic before us last year.
Following discussions we approved its use – at your
discretion – for WIAA tournament events, provided the
convenience fee did not exceed $1.00. To this point we
are aware of at least three on-line providers, servicing
different members. Ticket Leap, Ticket Tracker and
Safe Sport Zone. We have received positive feedback
on each of these providers from members who’ve used
their service. Given these reports we see no reason to
recommend a change at this time. I can also report
that all of these providers have expressed interest in
becoming the exclusive on-line provider for WIAA
events. I anticipate that will become a potential agree-
ment we will explore and consider in the not-too-
distant future as a revenue source.

Over the past two years we’ve been keeping you in-
formed of ongoing litigation with the Wisconsin News-
paper Association and Gannett. This was a suit initiated
by the WIAA – seeking only summary judgment – to
determine whether or not the WIAA could continue to
enter into exclusive broadcast agreements with pro-
duction companies like When We Were Young, Fox
Sports and Quincy News – each of whom have played

key roles in broadcasting our tournaments, some of
them for decades. Since we last met, in June the WIAA
received an affirming opinion from the Western District
Court. In July, the Newspaper Association appealed
that decision to the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals in
Chicago. The 7th District heard the appeal in mid-Jan-
uary. We are still awaiting that decision.

I can tell you that joining us in this case through
the filing of amicus briefs were the U.W. Board of Re-
gents representing the UW-Madison and UW System,
the National Federation of State High School Associa-
tions and in a joint brief, the State Associations of New
York, Ohio, Georgia, Florida, Michigan, Minnesota, In-
diana, Missouri, Arizona and California. It’s become
clear that this is a case that has captured the interest
and concern of many public Universities and every
State High School Association. When we receive the
opinion from the Court of Appeals, you will be among
the first to know.

Last fall I shared with you the message we received
from some state legislators. Since that time, we have
made concerted efforts to demonstrate to legislators
that we are an open and accessible organization. Last
spring we provided concussion educational materials to
members of the Assembly and Senate; Education and
Health and Safety committees; and the Governor. This
past fall each Board of Control member sent personal
letters to each Representative and State Senator within
the Board member’s WIAA district. These were letters
introducing the Board member to each legislator and
an invitation to contact them on any WIAA matter.
Through staff efforts we’ve developed a database from
which we have been e-mailing legislators news of
schools in their districts that have qualified to go to the
State Tournaments, and notified them of the State
Scholar Athlete recipients. We have received several
appreciative responses – and will continue to find ways
to be proactive in communicating with elected officials
to keep them informed.

We’ve spent a considerable amount of time these
past two years talking about concussion and football.
With your permission, I will defer addressing those top-
ics to New Business.

I do want to share with you that over the course of
this past year, staff has engaged in discussion with vir-
tually every committee, the Advisory Council and Board
on the topics of school team assembly outside of the
season, nonschool participation (fun runs, etc.) and ex-
ceptional athlete provisions. Though ideas and con-
cerns were discussed, and potential amendments
drawn up, none of the ideas survived the rigorous de-
bate. I can tell you that the issues will likely continue
to be addressed – but for the coming year the status
quo in each of those areas remains unchanged.

Two final topics I’d like to address under Old Busi-
ness are RefRanking and 5-Division Basketball. I’ll ask
Deb Hauser to provide comment and update on those
topics.

Deb Hauser explained the WIAA entered into a for-
malized relationship with RefRanking which will help
staff for assigning tournament officials. It was piloted
successfully in wrestling. In basketball, we were
pleased with number of rankings received over prior
years along with higher rankings. It is a much easier
system to use. It will be used in baseball and soccer
this spring and in the fall, it will be introduced into all
sports where we assign officials. Some enhancements
will be asked for in May. There was support revealed in
the WADA caucus meeting minutes.

Five division basketball was a result of several years
of discussions. There were more competitive games
within various divisions because of the 2:1 enrollment
ratio. All members were treated the same. Many rural
schools feel this leveled the playing field. There was a
new excitement at the Kohl Center for these tourna-
ments. Many schools played who have never been at

See Annual Meeting Minutes, page 13 ��
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state or had not been there for a long time. The Divi-
sion 1 boys final game was described by some as one
of best ever championship game. The Basketball
Coaches Advisory Committee will be advancing many
recommendations to enhance the sport. We experi-
enced decreased attendance but state tournament at-
tendance is down nationwide. We cannot compare
attendance numbers this year with the past because of
the different structure and timing. It was an interesting
and fun experience for all member schools.

Before starting the discussion of New Business
items, let’s begin with the open forum. This is an op-
portunity to hear from each other and consider those
topics and issues that you have on your mind.

Dave Haugen, Abundant Life Christian thanked the
staff for advancing 8 player football and indicated
growth of it is possible. He would welcome the oppor-
tunity to talk to any interested schools.

Kathy Bates, Xavier asked that the practice restric-
tion for international students denied eligibility be ad-
vanced to next year’s annual Meeting. Wade Labecki
explained if a foreign student is not in a CSIET pro-
gram, they are considered a transfer student and af-
forded that opportunity.

Steve Knecht, Kenosha Bradford asked that Rules
of Eligibility, Article VI—Nonschool Participation, Sec-
tion 2, C, e. (clinicians) be addressed next year. It
would be nice to use high school students in middle
schools for instruction purposes. We need to consider
that with the layoffs of coaches and he spoke of fe-
males working with females and generating interest in
a sport. Mr. Knecht added this should be allowed during
the school year and could be policed within the school
system.

Joe Beran, La Crosse Central is impressed with
trackwrestling. He would like the WIAA to explore a
similar system with other sports. He spoke of there
being more work to host a seeding meeting than an
event. The time and travel cost for seeding meetings is
high as well. Dave Anderson responded we would
gladly and willingly do that as long as our members are
interested.

Mike Gosz, Hamilton is skeptical of changing the
football model. The format is efficient and football is a
money producing sport that generates dollars for non-
revenue sports. He would like to address (in support
of) the reduction of games. This proposal actually in-
creases number of games with the consolation game.

Paul Rozak, Stratford would like to address State
Basketball tournament dates. He wanted the Board to
reexamine having girls start early and spoke of fall
sports finishing the first weekend in November with the
exception of football. He would like the girls state tour-
nament the same as boys this year and the boys one
week later. Dave Anderson relayed reluctance to push
the boys tournament back later as it would conflict with
spring sports.

John Frizzel, Chippewa Falls urged doing away with
the Super Tuesdays for Division 1 basketball. No
coaches in his area support it and it takes the excite-
ment out of the weekend and lead up to state. He
would also like to see the WIAA or WADA to secure
sentiment by school size instead of by district. He
added as budgets shrink, it might be more worthwhile
to talk to schools by size. Dave Anderson indicated this
winter season is being evaluated and there are no se-
crets being kept. It is a real challenge to get 506 mem-
bers to see eye to eye on all issues. There is a
democratic process in place.

Kathy Bates, Xavier asked if there was any consid-
eration to ease the restriction of using a non-3 named
golf course use due to the weather. Dave Anderson en-
couraged her to contact Tom Shafranski and provide
him with background information for potential emer-
gency relief.

John Cleaver, Oshkosh Lourdes liked the idea of
electronic seeding, streamlining electronic signatures
and physical forms being transmitted from hospitals to
schools. He also mentioned eligibility documents being
online. Dave Anderson agreed the more sharing we are
able to do, the better and encouraged the membership
to make the staff aware of good ideas so we may all
benefit by the use of technology.

Scott Hayden, Altoona spoke of how an injured ath-
lete and her family were devastated because she was
not able to participate in an awards ceremony because
of the change to Rules of Eligibility, Article VII, Health
and Behavior/Compliance, Section 3, E. Dave Anderson
responded the sentiments have been heard and are
being discussed by our staff. We will bring that lan-
guage back with what was revealed to us as a result of
change in language.

John Hoch, Lancaster encouraged participation on
the survey on the WFCA website. Dave Anderson
shared the makeup of the Football Ad Hoc Committee,
its genuine concerns and how there is ample time to
communicate, educate, and inform.

New Business
Before entering into discussion of more complex is-

sues, there are several items that can be shared for
your information and awareness. In response to an in-
quiry by a member school, the Board has approved for-
warding a change in accounting for enrollment at
Charter schools and the subsequent divisional place-
ment of the program hosting school into WIAA tourna-
ments. You have acted on that proposed here today.

When we first began providing an Associate mem-
bership option for charter schools, the total enrollment
of each charter was added to each of the traditional
high schools in the district. In a few instances, this
method resulted in a school moving up a division in
tournament competition as a result of inflated enroll-
ment. Starting this year, schools will be asked to specif-
ically identify and account for those students enrolled
in district charters and report only the actual number of
charter students within the given school’s attendance
boundaries. We’ve been told this can be done, both ac-
curately and efficiently, and it will provide for a more
accurate placement within the tournaments.

Also new, beginning this year will be the elimination
of the asterisk person in our membership directory. We
have heard repeated requests for more communication
with building principals and district administrators. It
is our intention to respond to those requests. As a re-
sult, WIAA staff will be communicating, on certain
items, with all levels within member schools. Of course,
the Athletic Director will continue to be the primary and
“Go-To” contact for program maintenance information.
But when issues arise that may result in a financial bur-
den – like NF changes to uniforms and equipment, or
matters like conference realignment, or emergency re-
sponses to something like H1N1 – information pertain-
ing to those sorts of issues will be shared with ADs,
Principals and District Administrators. Given the email
directory we maintain, there’s no good reason not to
communicate more widely within the membership.

Also for your awareness, as a result of the uncer-
tainty surrounding school budgets, the Board has ap-
proved extending the winter co-op deadline to July 1
this year. This is emergency relief the Board has
granted one other time in the past decade in response
to budgetary uncertainties that hold the potential for
adversely impacting programs and opportunities.

At this time, while we await the determination from
the Court of Appeals, we have also recently been
served notification that the WIAA is being sued by a
student who was struck in the head by a shot put dur-
ing warm-ups at a regular season track meet, hosted
by a member school last spring. Because this is active
litigation my comments are limited to making you
aware, and to serve as a reminder to see that coaches

are providing adequate instruction and direction to stu-
dents and to be certain your events are appropriately
supervised.

Some topics that are beginning to be discussed and
may be brought forward to next fall’s Area Meetings in-
clude: Charging admission to spring tournaments in
baseball, softball and track and the prospects of iden-
tifying sectional sites that would allow for controlled
and ticketed admission.

Officials licensing fees is another topic we will be
discussing. The last license fee increase was in 2004-
05. With a $20 basic fee plus $10 per sport fee the
WIAA’s officiating licenses have been the lowest among
mid-west states for several years. Minnesota’s fee is
$42 for one sport plus $10 per additional sport; Illinois’
fee is $45 plus $15 per sport; Iowa’s is $40 for one
sport plus $10 per additional sport; Indiana’s fee is $45
for up to 3 sports plus $8 per additional sport or $60
plus $8 if renewing; Michigan’s fee is $25 online or $30
mailed, plus $12 per sport.

Another topic you may be hearing more about is the
Girl’s State Basketball Tournament. We’ve heard some
persisting sentiment from coaches and others that the
basketball season is too long. There is some interest
being expressed in exploring the possibility of returning
the girl’s season back to its traditional, earlier starting
and ending dates before the boys. Though there is
much that needs to be explored and considered on this
topic before it can be actively and seriously considered,
it certainly could be a topic we visit again in the months
ahead.

There are two final topics we want to include in this
Annual Meeting before closing with an advisory and lis-
tening session for the Board on austerity – or – cost
containment measures.

I’m going to ask Wade Labecki to first provide an
update on Concussion Education and some possible
legislation. Then I’ll ask him to provide an update on
the progress of the Football Ad Hoc Advisory Commit-
tee.

As some background to Wade’s football remarks,
this has not been the first time the Association has
sought to change student exposure in the sport of foot-
ball. In 1963-64, the Bylaws required a minimum of 5
days between games. In 1985, football got rid of the
Tuesday playoff game – only to have it restored when
the playoffs expanded from 48 to 96.

Mr. Labecki began by stating the Sports Medical Ad-
visory Committee updated the WIAA’s concussion rules
way before the NFL came out with their version. The
new procedures are on the website. We should all urge
coaches and parents to take the course. A national,
federal law is in the works and the NFL wants all to fol-
low Washington’s law. Dave Anderson, Wade Labecki
and members of the WIAA’s Sports Medical Advisory
Committee met with Representative Jason Fields on
concussions on April 7. His proposed law would require
youth coaches to be educated and athletes to be re-
moved from play with any signs of a concussion. They
would not be allowed to return without a written note
from an approved health care provider. Return to play
and on how to return to the classroom guidelines are
on our website. The law is going to be drafted this
week. The membership will be informed.

The Football Ad Hoc committee makeup was shared
and it was explained how input was sought from all lev-
els. The district plan did not advance last year. Then
the nine game season was implemented. The football
coaches did not want to start early but wanted to go to
the eight plus one, which is an eight game season with
option to play an additional game. He outlined the
2011 season which has nine regular season games and
the 2012 season which will have eight regular season
games. The Football Ad Hoc Committee studied eight
person football and reviewed various states and op-

See Annual Meeting Minutes, page 14 ��
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tions. There will be a jamboree in 2012 with schools
from the north vs. south. The Football Playoffs will end
before Thanksgiving. The plan summary and specifics
may be found on the website. Is change necessary and
if so, what change should be made? We need informa-
tion to make decisions thus the need for surveys, so
please talk to your school boards, superintendents and
football coaches. The ad hoc committee will meet again
on May 19.

Our last topic of the day is both timely and impor-
tant. It has to do with providing guidance to the Board
of Control at a time of fiscal uncertainty. Though this is
advisory in nature, the Board recognizes that concerns
and uncertainty exist around school programs, and
that members may be affected differently in these
times. Before inviting Mr. Smasal back to the podium
to lead this portion of today’s meeting, a little history:

In the late 1970’s and early 80’s, Board of Control
meetings were filled with discussions of cost contain-
ment as a result of the energy crisis and double-digit
inflation. At that time the Board determined austerity
measures were in order and directed the executive
staff to develop a plan. In that plan scrimmages were
eliminated, travel was reduced by 10%, reducing and
condensing the tournaments was proposed, freshmen
and JV schedules were to be reduced. All varsity game
maximums were reduced by 2 games except football.
If scrimmages were held they were to be counted
against game and meet maximums. Area meetings
were suspended along with mandatory rule meetings.
Out of state travel was restricted and scouting at
school’s expense was prohibited. In his book of the first
100 years of the WIAA, Mr. Otte wrote, “Not everybody
was as concerned about the energy crisis as the Board
and office.” The editorial from the August Bulletin that
year goes on: “The expression of discontent even rivals
the intensity of the unhappiness expressed in confer-
ence realignment.” Ultimately, schools filed their travel
reduction plans. But the order for reducing games was
withdrawn, and school’s basically addressed their cost-
control measures individually and locally.

We look to our past experiences to guide and direct
our future decisions. While they are also confronting
their own local concerns, the Board would like to hear
from you on this matter. Should there be membership-
wide, uniform constraints adopted? Should they be on
number of games – on travel – on scrimmages – or
other? What are you doing or considering at your
school? What do you want the Board to be aware of
regarding your programs and their future? Please use
this opportunity to advise the Board.

Jim Smasal spoke as a Football Ad Hoc Committee
member, we have to understand what is being pro-
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Coaches Education Information Joan Gralla

If you have coaches that are not licensed to
teach (CNLT) in the state of Wisconsin, it is a
WIAA requirement that they complete the re-
quired coaches education training before they can
begin to coach their second year.
The following do not have to take this re-

quired training:
A student teacher while student teaching.
An individual with an administrator’s or coun-

selor’s license.
Guest lecturers (one time appearance).
Anyone that has coached in an educational in-

stitution for five or more years (prior to the 1994-
95 school) with or without a current teaching
license.
The following must take the approved

courses before they can coach a second year:
Anyone that does not fit one of the above listed

categories.

Anyone that does not have a current license to
teach in Wisconsin.
The following conditions do not exempt a

person from the requirement:
Holding a license that has expired.
Being a volunteer
Being unpaid
Being an occasional, but regularly scheduled

lecturer or demonstrator.
Having been a student teacher, but is not

longer officially in that capacity.
Being a nonvarsity coach
Being an assistant coach.
CNLT’s can meet the WIAA coaches education

requirement by taking either the American Sports
Education Program (ASEP) Sport First Aid and
Coaching Principles courses or the National Feder-
ation of State High School Associations (NFHS)

Fundamentals of Coaching and
First Aid for Coaches courses.

Both the ASEP and NFHS courses are offered
online and can be accessed from the WIAA home-
page.

Periodically there are instructor-led ASEP
courses offered which are listed in the Bulletin and
on the WIAA Web site. There are no NFHS instruc-
tor-led courses offered in Wisconsin.

The cost of the NFHS Fundamentals of Coach-
ing is $35 and the First Aid for Coaches is $45.
The cost of the ASEP Coaching Principles is $60
and Sport First is $50.

If you have any questions about the coaching
course offerings or about the WIAA coaches edu-
cation requirements, please contact Joan Gralla at
the WIAA office 715-344-8580 or
jgralla@wiaawi.org. �

Thank You Medical Providers
The WIAA would like to thank the following for providing medical services at the 2010-11 Winter

State Tournaments:
Basketball (Boys) - Dr. Conrad Andringa, Madison; Dr. Deanne Eccles, Stoughton; Dr. Scott Es-

cher, La Crosse; Dr. David Hoffelder, Madison; UW Athletic Staff
Basketball (Girls) - Dr. Conrad Andringa, Madison; Dr. Deanne Eccles, Stoughton; Dr. Kim Horn-

beck, Madison; Dr. Nate Jones, Elm Grove; Dr. Emily Porter, Verona; UW Athletic Staff
Gymnastics - Dr. John McDonough Wisconsin Rapids; Dr. Wayne Christie, Wisconsin Rapids; Mc-

Donough Orthopedic & Sports Medicine Center, Wisconsin Rapids
Hockey (Boys & Girls) - Dr. Conrad Andringa, Madison; Dr. Deanna Eccles, Stoughton; Dr. Anju

Idiculla, Madison; UW-Sports Medicine Clinic Staff
Swimming & Diving (Boys) - Dr. Conrad Andringa, Madison; Dr. David Bernhardt, Madison; Dr.

Katie Miller, Madison; Dr. Vanessa Curtis, Madison; UW-Sports Medicine Clinic Staff
Individual Wrestling - Dr. David Bernhardt, Madison; Dr. Alison Brooks, Madison; Dr. Katherine

Dehab, Madison; Dr. Greg Rebella, Madison; Dr. David Ulery, Oconomowoc; UW Training Staff
Team Wrestling - Dr. Katherine Dahab, Madison; Dr. David Hoffelder, Madison; Dr. David Ulery,

Oconomowoc; UW Training Staff �

posed as this provides structure while being cost effi-
cient and maintaining the local control. He encouraged
all to take the football survey and see what’s offered.
This is an opportunity to be heard. You may ask why
make a change if something is not broke, he then
added the parameters have changed and we should de-
termine what should be done. What we are putting for-
ward is trying to be membership friendly.

Mr. Smasal asked what do you want and how to
proceed in this financial uncertainty? Should we limit
games, are there busing issues or is it under local con-
trol. We are trying to be sympathetic to the plight of
schools. Please share your concerns. There was no dis-
cussion.

Mr. Anderson concluded, if I may, I’d like to offer
these additional thoughts in closing: I learned a long
time ago, from a very astute and sometimes philosoph-
ical school business manager who said; “Our priorities
always get funded.” Heeding that prophecy, I have al-
ways strived to inseparably entwine athletics with the
greater fiber of the school, the community and the
greater educational enterprise. I encourage you to
keep conducting your programs – not as an end unto
themselves. You don’t need formal directive or man-
date to recognize and actively promote them as being
integral and complimentary to overall school and dis-
trict interests in promoting achievement or for the at-
risk or gifted and talented, as well as for the greater
wealth and health of your community. Each of us, more
than ever, must be vocal advocates and ambassadors
for those “extra” programs which have made Wiscon-

sin’s and the nation’s high schools stand out – and
apart – from the rest of the world.

In just the past few weeks I was collaborating on a
project with a UW Psychiatry professor, who also serves
the State Medical Society. In one e-mail the Dr. wrote,
“Sport is so symbolic of real life in so many ways. Teach
kids how to win and lose gracefully in sport – and
you’ve given them a huge chunk of life skills.” When I
jokingly referred to our work as “kids games” she
wrote back, “If all kids were into ‘kids games’ and con-
tinued those activities throughout life, then we psychi-
atrists would be out of business (or at least would have
WAY less business). Sport is all-around one of the
healthiest (physically and mentally) things people can
do.” And she closed with, “But I’m preaching to the
choir.”

I recognize that I, too, am preaching to the choir.
But in times like these, when all that we do is being
put under the microscope – competing to be seen as “a
priority” – there must be more than one voice preach-
ing. Reach out to your coaches, your faculty and every-
one in your community to help you preach the value of
interscholastic athletics. And remember three things—
Quality and excellence always attract, priorities always
get funded, and we are here to help.

Thank you for participating in this important busi-
ness meeting. Enjoy the spring season. We’ll hope to
see you at the tournaments or next fall.

A motion was made by Gordie Sisson, Marshfield
and seconded by Scott Winch, Stratford to adjourn the
meeting at 11:40 a.m. Motion carried unanimously. �
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May 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sportsmanship Committee Meeting
May 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Earliest Day for Summer Baseball Practice

Board of Control Meeting (Stevens Point)
May 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Track & Field Regionals
May 23-24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Boys Tennis Subsectionals
May 24-25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Boys Golf Regionals
May 25-26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Boys Tennis Sectionals
May 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Track & Field Sectionals
May 26, 31 & June 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Softball Regionals
May 27, 31 & June 1 & 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Spring Baseball Regionals
May 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Memorial Day
May 31 & June 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Boys Golf Sectionals
June 2-3-4. . . . . . . . . . . State Boys Individual Tennis Tournament (Madison)
June 2 & 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Girls Soccer Regionals
June 3-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Track & Field Meet (La Crosse)
June 6-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Boys Golf (Madison)
June 7 & 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Softball Sectionals
June 9 & 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Girls Soccer Sectionals
June 10-11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Boys Team Tennis (Madison)
June 14-15-16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Spring Baseball (Appleton)
June 16-17-18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Girls Soccer (Milwaukee)

State Softball (Madison)
June 22-23. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Advisory Council Meeting
June 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Board of Control Meeting
July 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Independence Day
July 11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New AD Workshop
July 15 & 19. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Summer Baseball Regionals
July 22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Summer Baseball Sectionals
July 27-28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . State Summer Baseball Tournament (Stevens Point)
August 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline for Paying Membership Dues
August 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Earliest Day to Issue Football Equipment

Earliest Day for Football Practice
August 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Earliest Day for Girls Swimming & Diving Practice

Earliest Day for Girls Tennis Practice

�� Keep These Dates in Mind

The radio-alarm summons an early wake-up call. The day begins
like any other experienced since the start of the school year last Sep-
tember.

Following the normal routine to prepare for what lies ahead for
the day, your thoughts during the preparation or during the morning
commute drift aimlessly through the tasks and challenges that await.
You catch the morning news and get a quick summary of the weather
forecast.

Would we be too far off base to speculate that many of those
thoughts occupying the mind lately has contributed to a long year for
those who are significantly involved in the administration of and partici-
pation in high school sports in Wisconsin.

The normal every day responsibilities are challenging enough
throughout the course of a school year, but this year has taken a toll on
the psyche more than in years past. Not to even consider the personal
challenges outside of the workplace, the constant efforts to do more
with less seems like an ever-existing burden and weight.

Whether it has been the product of difficult seasons, dramatically
successful seasons extended to create the exhaustive season overlap
scenario, or the uncertainties cast within schools by the budget repair
bill or the further tightening of budgets, it’s understandable if your cus-
tomary pep or skip in the step has been absent. To pile on a bit more,
that quick summary of that morning weather forecast calls for rain and
possible snow flurries in the afternoon with a high temperature of 43
degrees and winds gusting to 20 miles per hour (heavy sigh).

How about a little something to bring at least a bit more of that
spring back into the step (pun intended)?

Any simple, little reminder of why we chose the line of work we
did is reaffirming and inspiring. Continued focus on the benefits for kids
can provide this energy. Interscholastic athletics is about the kids. And,
what we do every day to provide these opportunities for them enhances
and touches their lives in ways that may only be appreciated with
proper introspection and their testimonies.

The WIAA membership recently recognized 32 student athletes
who received the Scholar Athlete award in 2010-11–the only all-state
team selected by membership. One couldn’t help walking away from
the reception truly impressed by the collective accomplishments of the
group.

The plethora of benefits for adolescences participating in ex-
tracurricular activities has been touted for quite some time, and re-
search has continuously supported the positive impact they have had
on those who participate in them. If you don’t believe the research,
let’s go straight to the source. Here are excerpts from essays composed
by a few of this year’s Scholar Athletes.

“It's just a game. That is what so many people say; but the truth of the
matter is, it's so much more. My athletic participation has molded me
into the person I am today. Desire. Discipline. Passion. Time manage-
ment. Respect. Perseverance. Love. That is what sports have given me.
Being an athlete gave me the desire to become the best I could be.” –
Kendra Bowe, Chippewa Fall High School

“Sports have taught me how to be a winner, and they have also taught
me how to handle adversity and hardship through defeat. Because of
the success I have had in high school I have been able to give back to
my community in ways such as public speaking to the elementary stu-
dents, coaching younger athletes, and mentoring to make the lives of
others better. – Sam Arneson, Merrill High School

“Being involved in athletics all four years of high school has played a
major role in my life. I have met so many people, athletes and coaches

alike, from all over the state and most of my best friends are athletes.”
– Katy Allen, Waukesha South High School

“I think the biggest lesson sports have taught me is to always work
hard. If you work hard good things will happen.” – Alex Erickson, Dar-
lington High School

“Losing is a part of being a competitor. Experiencing failure in sports
has helped me in school and in different elements of my life...When I
lose, I have learned to not dwell on the mistakes and put the past be-
hind me. The key to life is to learn from your mistakes and get back to
working hard to put yourself in position to win the next round. “ –
Megan Koepernick, West Salem High School

“I believe that true character is shown through people on how they con-
duct themselves when things are not going right for them and athletics
are a great way to develop such character.” – TJ Huizenga, Randolph
High School

These testimonies bring inspiration and motivation as we ap-
proach the grind and challenges of another unpredictable spring season
and an end to a perceivably long year.

We’ve been through challenging times before, and because of the
dedication and belief in what we do positively impacts the lives of tens
of thousands of student athletes statewide, we will persevere and even-
tually thrive moving forward. On behalf of all those who rely on a bene-
fit from your commitment, thank you! �

Doldrums or Burn Out Symptoms? Your Impact on Kids is Best Antidote

EDITORIAL



Test Dates
Students participating in interscholastic sports often find conflicts between

these events and college test dates.
Listed below are the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 dates for ACT.

ACT - 2010-2011
Test Date Registration Deadlines

Regular Deadline Late Fee Required
June 11, 2011 May 6, 2011 May 7–20, 2011

ACT - 2011-2012

** No test centers are scheduled in New York for the February test date.

September 10, 2011*
October 22, 2011
December 10, 2011

February 11, 2012**
April 14, 2012
June 9, 2012
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District 5 – Ted Evans, Mineral Point
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At-Large Representative – Keith Posley, Milw. Public Sch.
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Free SAT/ACT Test Prep Programs
The NFHS and eKnowledge LLC, a leading provider of educational ma-
terial, are partnering on a program to provide free SAT and ACT test
prep programs to NFHS members, students, parents, educators,
coaches and administrators across America. In 2005, eKnowledge
formed Sponsorship Alliance Partnership with caring athletes from the
professional sports leagues and more than 30 corporations, foundations
and not-for-profit organizations. With the support its sponsorship al-
liance, eKnowledge will donate $200 SAT an ACT College Test Prep pro-
grams to member schools and students in your state. The donated
PowerPrep™ Programs contain 170 video lessons, hundreds of practice
questions with detailed explanations 18 quizzes and more than 40 hours
of class work. The details of the program, including how to order online
or by phone and how to alert your member schools, students and mem-
bership, will be provided by Lori Caputo, director/sponsorship Alliance
Programs at eKnowledge. If you have any questions regarding this pro-
gram, please fee free to contact Judy Shoemaker at the NFHS office or
Lori Caputo, eKnowledge, phone at 915-256-4076; email:
loricaputo@eknowledge.com.


