Name, Image, Likeness “NIL" Q & A for AD’s

A local business, which is owned by an alum who is also a former coach, pays the school
annually for advertising (a sign in our gymnasium and/or on the livestream of our basketball
games). Is this considered a donation? Or is this something purchased from the school?

e At the high school level, advertising and donating are often closely entwined. Further

review of these advertisements would be needed.

Where in the language does it say the duration of the HS students years?
e |t does not, it is the interpretation, based on a student's period of high school

eligibility.

Businesses have employees who are alumni, can they provide NIL?
e Having an employee who is an alumni of a school would not necessarily exclude the

business. Further review of the employer-employee status would be needed.

Middle schools, is that during their tenure of an athletic career?

e Notif the middle school is not a WIAA member school.

Do we educate the businesses on the rules of NIL?
e Not an expectation, they are not members of the WIAA. There is no way to

realistically educate all businesses since it is not restricted to your own community.

Is it District wide donors or limited to just High School donors?
e At the high school level, advertising and donating are often closely entwined. Further

review of these contributions would be needed.

Would this allow kids to go the club route to accept NIL and not do HS sports?
e Students with or without NIL currently make the choice between club or high school

sports.



Can club sports do NIL deals?
e There is no restriction for what non-school entities may do NIL deals. Restrictions are

on the students from who they can receive them from related to their school teams.

How would students found in violation have the situation rectified?
e |t would have to be documented that the violation has been corrected, removed,

rescinded, etc. and any compensation returned.

What if the business owner is a graduate?
e A student-athlete entering into an NIL deal with a business owner who is a graduate

would be a violation.

What if a coach donates to a school, is he allowed to coach?

e This does not apply to NIL language.

Is it possible for an athlete to keep an NIL deal confidential?
e There is no requirement for a student to disclose who they have an NIL deal with.
Students and parents sign an acknowledgement of WIAA rules and have agreed to

abide by them.

School partners with a business for commercials at school events by donating funds, can the
kids appear in the commercials that are played at the school events as long as they are not in
uniform?

e No, school partners are contributing to the financial support of the school. A business

or a booster club both are classified as partners of a school and their well being.

Is only a student punished for NIL or is it retroactively on the whole team/school?
e Once a violation is identified, a student-athlete becomes ineligible. As with any
athlete eligibility situation, if a school knowingly allows an ineligible student-athlete

to participate, the school or team are subject to sanctions.



Is a kid in a school color shirt a violation?
e The entire representation would have to be reviewed to ensure there is no implication

the student is associated with a school, team, conference or WIAA.

Are sponsors for booster clubs considered donors?

e Yes, they too contribute to the well being of the school and their sports programs.

In states comparable to Wisconsin, how many student-athletes are being impacted by NIL?
e According to the University of Vermont Grossman School of Business, an estimated

1% of high school students engage in NIL activities.

Can parents run a camp and hire kids?
e Any non-school entity may run a camp and hire students. Student-athletes may be

employed, but not self-employed.

Would we need to ask new businesses if they are in NIL deals with kids?
e Assuming the question relates to the business being a new booster for the school, it

would not be a requirement.

What defines an inducement or is it anyone in those restricted roles (booster, etc) cannot
enter into an NIL with a potential student-athlete at that school?

e Refer to Undue Influence for the definition of inducement.

Can a student or their family have legal counsel review a contract or do they fall under the
banned “representation”?

e Hiring legal representation to review a contract is not a violation.

Who determines attendance requirements for school or athletic activities if parents excuse,

is it that all school and sports activities are restricted times for participation in NIL activities?



e The rule states that it cannot take place during school time, this is not up for local

interpretation.

What is the definition difference between facilitating and educating school staff related to
resources for student-athletes?
e Educate is informing on WIAA rules. Facilitate is the act of making arrangements and

assisting in students securing NIL deals.

Can the WIAA facilitate a portal for student-athletes entering into NIL that alerts the school
so they can vet impact on a school donation support and make sure families have the full
understanding of rule and impact? Hoping to eliminate the gotcha response and timing and
is proactive and assists the schools.
e Schools can create their own systems to monitor if necessary. The WIAA does not
maintain a database for eligibility matters. That is monitored locally and shared

between schools on the EVTS.

Can a school district not allow NIL by board policy or athletic code even if WIAA adopts?
e Yes. A school may have more strict rules, but may not have less strict rules than what

has been adopted by the membership.

What about businesses that donate to youth sports organizations in our community, are they
then not eligible to do an NIL deal with our high school athletes? The same for high school
boosters or Gridlron Clubs?

e At the high school level, advertising and donating are often closely entwined. Further

review of these contributions would be needed.

Would a school not allowing NIL, would that be an extenuating circumstance to allow a
transfer waiver?
e No, extenuating circumstances are those things that are unforeseeable, unavoidable

or uncorrectable. A school's policies are foreseeable.



Regarding student-athletes being self-employed. Currently the WIAA recognizes officials as
independent contractors. If students officiate WIAA sanctioned events, thus are independent
contractors, would they be in violation?

e Student-Athletes currently are allowed to officiate and would still be allowed.

If we have a business in town that has never donated to the school, they can then make the
decision to do an NIL deal with a freshman athlete. But after that deal the business realizes
their resources may benefit them and the school more if they invest in a sports program or
the school in general. Do they now have to wait until that student has graduated to donate
to the school?

e Yes, they may not resume until the Student-Athlete no longer has eligibility at the

member school.

What is the rationale behind allowing NIL money but not allowing a student-athlete to be
self-employed? Why couldn't our star champion wrestler run his own skills camp?

e Member rules still indicate that a student may be employed, but not self employed.

Will a school have to forfeit games if it is found that a student-athlete's NIL agreement was
in violation of WIAA regulations?

e Once a violation is identified, a student-athlete becomes ineligible. As with any

athlete eligibility situation, if a school knowingly allows an ineligible student-athlete

to participate, the school or team are subject to sanctions.

Do you think the WIAA is concerned about potentially creating a divide between communities
that have access to NIL opportunities and those that do not? For instance, | would estimate
that approximately 75% of the businesses are owned/operated by HS alumni.

e \WIAA member rules are consistent across a very diverse membership.

What exactly is the school/district liability?
e The liability of the school and its administration is to inform their students and their

families of the membership rules. These are accomplished through the



Student-Athlete Eligibility Informational Bulletin which is signed annually by
Student-Athlete and parents.

ABC School has received donations from a pizza shop for the last three years. The pizza shop

decides to stop donating to ABC School this year and instead, enters into a deal with Sarah,

who is a senior at ABC School and plays on the basketball team. Violation or no violation?

Violation because the pizza shop donated to ABC school during Sarah's tenure there.
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NIL language states that a student cannot enter into an agreement with a business

associated with the school. This creates an interesting / potential issue. This would indicate,

no alum could be involved. Also, what happens if we are cultivating a new relationship, but a

student also is talking to the same business. This places us in a competitive issue.

1. New parents / companies work with us all the time for events.
2. Does this mean, for example, a business could not be involved in the internship
program (as a sponsor) and support an athlete?
It would be a violation if a student were in an NIL deal with anyone who has
contributed to the betterment of the school. These restrictions are for the duration of
the student's eligibility at the school. A school accepting a business or person
contributing to the school after a student is already in an NIL deal with them would be

subjecting the student to a violation.

What are the ramifications of a student violating NIL, lets say a student did wear school attire during

a photo shoot (and therefore is in violation)? | assume they would become ineligible to compete? If

so for how long, permanently?

Nothing with this has changed with the new language regarding NIL, except there are things
that kids may now do that they were not allowed before. Once a student is identified in
violation, they are no longer eligible. If a school wishes to request the student-athletes
eligibility reinstated, they may request this. It would have to be documented that any

promotion and compensation be rescinded to be back in compliance with member rules.

What are the timeline stipulations on an alumni funding an NIL deal with an athlete of a school they

attended? Is there a point when they can give (so many years out, for example?)



e Student-athletes are not allowed to receive NIL from any alumni. There is no statute of

limitations for Alumni.

If 2 student receives money from a sponsor that has not given to the school in x amount of years, for
example, the duration of time that said student was at the high school, is this okay?
e A student would not be in violation if the individual or business did not contribute to the

school during the 4 year window of that student's high school eligibility.

Can you please define 'Inducement'’ as the WIAA will use it pertaining to the new NIL rules?
e Anything that persuades or influences a student to do something. Specifically to the rule,

persuades or influences a student to attend a particular school.

Are there any specific guidelines or considerations for international NIL agreements, or would the
existing rules apply uniformly to such cases?

e All of the same rules apply, no matter where the partnership comes from.

Regarding NIL/Amateur Status, is it a violation (Either NIL if photos are used to promote winnings or

Amateur Status) for a golfer to receive pro shop credit that varies based on their finish at the
Wisconsin State Open?

e With the adoption of the NIL, this does not change the application of Rules of Eligibility Article

IV Section 1-B-1 (p. 31). A student may not accepts, receives, and/or directs to another,

reimbursement or award in any form of 1) salary, 2) cash (including gift cards), or 3) share of

game or season proceeds, for achievement in athletics.



