October 24, 2011

HOCKEY RULE INTERPRETATIONS

REMINDER: AT THE START OF THE 2012-2013 SEASON, GOALKEEPER LEG PADS,
BLOCKER GLOVE AND CATCHING GLOVE BEGIN NEW DIMENSIONS.

QUESTION: Will goalie pads be changing from 12 inches to 11 inches in Wisconsin anytime soon?
Our goalie is looking to purchase new pads and do not want to have them be
outdated right away. Do you know anything about this?

INTERPRETATON: The NFHS Rules Committee this past year has approved the change from 12-inch goalie
pads to 11-inch pads beginning the required change in the 2012-13 school year. The 12-
inch pad continues to be allowed until the 2012-13 school year.

Fighting
QUESTION: I see hockey players are now suspended for three games if they receive a game
disqualification penalty for fighting. How are officials to determine whether or not a
player is fighting?

INTERPRETATON: On page 54 of the NFHS Rule book, clear definitions of Intimidation, Roughing and
Fighting can all be found. Fighting is identified in the following manner:

When a player drops his/her gloves and makes contact or attempts to contact an opponent
in an aggressive manner, that player should be called for fighting.

When a player, still wearing gloves, makes contact or attempts to contact an opponent in a
manner that is more aggressive than roughing, that player should be called for fighting.

QUESTION: Is a player leaving the bench to join a penalty considered a fighting penalty?

INTEPRETATION: Only if the player engages in fighting behavior as identified above. If the player leaves the
bench area during a fight without getting involved in fighting, then the game
disqualification is issued for a violation of NFHS Rule 6-27. The player receives a one
game disqualification suspension.

Delayed Offsides
QUESTION: If a delayed offsides occurs, and a goal is scored in the meantime, does the official now
have to wave off the scored goal?

INERPRETATION: Yes, NFHS Rule 6-29-2 now indicates: “If the puck enters the defending team’s goal
during a delayed offside or immediately after the offside, the goal is disallowed.” This
means officials now have to wave off a goal scored under the circumstances identified

above.
Delayed Icing Signal
QUESTION: For a delayed icing call, are NFHS/WIAA officials to raise their arm at a 60-degree
angle?
INERPRETATION: Yes, The signal for a Delayed Icing call has the back official raising the non-whistle arm at

a 60-degree angle above horizontal. Front official blows whistle and raises arm. The back
official moves to the faceoff spot and crosses arms.

Cash Flow Issues
QUESTION: We would like to have a fundraiser where parents sell ads in the program and then
receive back 50% of the ad to go towards a team trip to a tournament during the
regular season?

INTERPRETATON: The 50% going towards a player’s fees for a team trip would cause an Amateur Status
violation for the student(s) involved. Because this is a school program, trips taken during
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the regular and tournament series seasons must be funded through the school. All funds
provided through sponsorship and/or fundraising need to be given to the school
administration and then accepted via a school district’s Gift Acceptance Policy. Once the
funds are accepted via a school district’s Gift Acceptance Policy, a School Board/school
administration can then reduce the student fees for the trip for all participants of that team
EQUALLY.

I just returned from our team hockey meeting. There was a discussion about
corporate sponsorship to help keep the overall cost of hockey down. One plan was to
have 25% go to the team pot and 75% of any money donated go to the asking player
to offset his own fee. Will this type solicitation and dispersal create a problem for a
player or a program? If so, is there any type of solicitation of funds that does not
create a problem?

The 75% going towards a player’s student fees, would cause an Amateur Status violation
for the student(s) involved. All funds provided through sponsorship and/or fundraising
need to be given to the school administration and then accepted via a school district’s Gift
Acceptance Policy. Once the funds are accepted, a School Board/school administration
can then reduce the student fees for all the participants of that team EQUALLY.

We have a $50 student fee for all athletic sport participants. Can our Hockey Booster
Club require parents to pay a $500 fee to join their Club then, donate that fee to the
school?

No, this sounds like the additional $500 student fee is being collected by the Hockey
Booster Club. This is not allowed. Your School Board needs to be approving of a $550
student fee. School administration needs to be collecting all of this fee.

Athletic Booster Clubs are support programs that can raise funds for an athletic program.
They are not Clubs that require a student/family to join. Any funds a Booster Club raises
can be donated to the school district using the district’s Gift Acceptance policy and then the
School Board can reduce student fees if desired. This places responsibility for all student
fees with the school administration.

Maximum Number of Games
Can one team in a tournament identify the tournament as a multi-game event while
another team identifies it as single games?

Yes, one school team in a tournament can utilize the tournament as a multi-game event
while another uses single games towards their maximum allowed contests.

Is the new provision where teams can play multiple games in one day or in one
tournament and have it only count as one event on your schedule a Varsity only
provision or are JV teams allowed this as well?

This new regulation can apply to both varsity and JV programs in ice hockey —boys and
girls programs.

We’re in a hockey tournament and the format has us playing two games in one day.
My coach was wondering if the WIAA approves of playing two games in one day?

WIAA and NFHS language remains silent regarding two games in one day. This means it
is allowed. However, with the following reservations:

We are concerned about student-athletes being overexposed by playing in two or more
games in one day. In the WIAA Individual Participation Limitations we do indicate “it is
the responsibility of a coach to be particularly concerned about overexposing students to
the point of adversely affecting their health and safety.”
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This was one of the reasons for allowing two multi-games to be up to three games over a
six-day period. So that student-athletes were not overexposed to the point where they
might lose emotional/behavioral control or be physically drained from too many games in
too short a period of time (i.e., two or more games in one day, games played on
consecutive days, etc.) without adequate recovery time.

Recruiting
Can a student sign with a Junior hockey team agreeing to play with them in the future,
and still be eligible to play on our team this season?

Yes, this is allowed and eligibility is maintained unless a player competes in a non-school
competition during the school season.

I was told about a player from Town A that had played his club hockey in Town B. 1
talked to him and his parents about coming to School C for school and playing hockey.
He is an 8th grader now. He is in the Town A School District.

My question is, can he come and play with our team this summer (in June) for our five
days of contact? He has not made up his mind yet as to which High School he will be
attending. I would appreciate any help.

First, we need to address the situation of parents/potential student-athletes talking with you,
as coach, prior to enrolling at School C High School. These situations seem to happen often
in ice hockey and I do this whenever these situations develop to protect the eligibility of the
student-athlete and to protect yourself as coach. Any time a parent or potential student-
athlete asks you about attending School C High School, you can acknowledge that you are
glad to know they are interested in attending School C. However, since they have not
enrolled in your school, you are not able to discuss athletic opportunities since WIAA
regulations prevent attendance at a WIAA member school where the result of undue
influence (special consideration due to athletic ability or potential) on the part of any
person, whether or not connected with the school can jeopardize a student’s eligibility.
This regulation is found on page 31 of the WIAA Sr. High School Handbook, Rules of
Eligibility, Article I, Section 3.

This student has no status at your high school until he/she officially enrolls. Once the
student enrolls through your admissions office, then you can begin to have discussions with
him/her and their family. Until that enrollment process is complete, you do not want to have
any conversations with them or their parents. I am attaching a copy of the WIAA Recruiting
Guidelines for your review.

Then, regarding your question about 8th graders from another school district working out
with or competing with another school’s team during the summertime contact period—you
can now see where the answer to this question is simply, no. This is not allowed. Student-
athletes who work out or compete with their school team during the five unrestricted
summertime contact days is not allowed. Students involved in these workouts/competitions
can only be full-time students enrolled at that high school so long as participation is
voluntary and available to all interested students.

In addition, I will also identify that students from other schools may not participate in “Open
Skates/Gyms” as well. Per WIAA Rules at a Glance, “The open gym is open to any student
in the designated population of that school that is interested in attending.”

Team Resemblance

I’m inquiring about members of the Team AAA, which is a non-school girls hockey
team, playing fall hockey (pre-season) with a league in Minnesota during the months of
August-September. I understand there is a WIAA rule of not more than 3 or more
players playing organized games. I was also told that it is not being enforced at this
time. Could you please advise me of whether or not this is allowed or not?
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The ‘hard numbers’ limits given earlier this spring for defining non-school teams have been
place in moratorium. They will not be in effect in the next school year.

Status quo prevails; i.e. The former rule:

“ an acceptable non school program is one which is not limited to students based on school
and/or team status” - and — non school activities in which students are engaged “may not
resemble in any way a schools team practicing or competing out-of-season’.

In saying the most recent interpretation will not take effect, our members must still
acknowledge that the status quo does not diminish the very real threats to them, their teams
and tournament opportunities.

But, they have been advised.

Best friendly advice, best practice - we can offer to make sure the school’s team is not
placed in peril — is to be certain the club team is diverse and is not able to be identified as
just the school’s team assembling and competing outside the season. The distractions
created by the allegations of violation we receive at tournament time would seem to me to
be reason enough to make the school’s team as bullet proof as possible.

The consensus is that no pre-season team should be made up exclusively of students from
same school. Merely grade level diversification is not acceptable.

In hockey, having players from different schools on a line is considered diversification that
meets this standard.

Open Skatin
I have a question about the preseason high school open hockey sessions. Can a coach of

the team be the adult supervisor for these sessions as long as they do not coach any of
the sessions, provide instructions on how the sessions should run or have any ice
related role? The reason I ask is the rink needs to have adult supervisors for these
open ice sessions and we are trying to determine who can help the rink complete this
supervision. I do know that team coaches can’t be involved on the ice or provide any
coaching to the players but I am unclear on whether they can supervise.

Coaches are allowed to recreate with student-athletes in out-of-season open gym settings
that are purely recreational, i.e., there is no instruction, sport skill demonstration, organized
drills, or resemblance of a practice being conducted.

First, remember that Open Gyms are ‘school sponsored’ programming made known, open
and available to any interested student in your school’s student population. Open Gyms may
include members of the community.

*Coaches can skate, outside of the season with students, including members of the team [
even during the school year - out side of the season] during open skates.

*Coaches should be advised that this [must] be casual [recreational] connected to the
school’s open gym, conditioning for [any interested student], e.g.,

* The opportunity must be voluntary and may not be restricted to hockey athletes, only.
Include any interested student — same as required in all open-gyms. Do not include athletes
from other schools.

*Opportunity may not resemble a "practice"; e.g., coach with a watch & clipboard, interval
running, taking attendance, posting a specific/required work out, e.g. Review Rule At A
Glance Text regarding Open Gym for additional/specifics about Open Gyms..

Nothing has changed with respect to a coach’s inability to organize, mandate attendance,
coach/instruct, demonstrate and/or direct a practice, e.g., in an open gym setting. Nothing
has changed with respect to the stated philosophy for Open Gyms.

Really, the only element which has changed is that prior to this, coaches could only
supervise Open Gyms. Now, coaches “playing” along with the students — in open gyms -
will not be considered a violation of Open Gym provisions.

That notion and image - of ‘pure play’ - has been a central one in the deliberations leading
to this new interpretation. The new, added text we think is very clear: “Coaches may be
allowed to recreate with students and other faculty in open gym settings, provided they are
purely recreational in nature”.
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Look over the existing text of open gyms and in particular the philosophy...then consider the
new text.

The new interpretation as approved by the Board, now allows coaches to participate with
students in an Open-Gym - in a recreational climate/activity/manner.

Can you take a few shots with the puck, can you throw and play catch, can you take some
turns pitching — sure/perhaps; in a climate of “play and recreation”... and not one which
will easily be described only as preseason hockey practice.

It is advisable to think carefully of what you will and/or won’t take part in within your
particular open gym environment.. What actions will make you, your kids or program
vulnerable to the assertions — later on, when parents or students become disgruntled — and
will then be described to us as simply, “mandatory, out of season practice with the coach
directing, providing instruction and feedback”?

We think it’s important to recognize that not every Open Gym might be conducive to a
coach ‘playing’ along with students.

In addition to the above, it is appropriate to remind coaches as well as school administration
that:

Schools will continue to hold all responsibility and liability — for a coach participating with
students in this setting — should school administration choose to allow it..

Also, the original Rules A/A Glance and text for Open Gyms (Art. II D) are attached .
Again, keep in mind that the Member’s Bylaw (Article II, Handbook p 26), the fundamental

rules and fundamental philosophy of/for Open Gyms — in order to be in compliance with the
Bylaw and Rules of Eligibility, have not changed — at all.

Coaching Contact

I am working to hire my coaching staff that will help coach this season. One person
that I have communicated with has been hired to be an assistant with the before/after
season Phoenix Hockey organization. Since we have two players on his before/after
program that will be playing on our high school hockey team I wanted to research the
rules on this and see if he would have an opportunity to work with the high school
team as well. Someone mentioned to me there might be a waiver that we could get to
allow him to help coach with us this season as long as he does not coach with the
Before/After program next year. Is that true? This coach has a lot of experience and
would really help our program grow but I wanted to make sure that I follow the
proper procedure in this. Any advice you can provide for me would be helpful.

INTERPRETATION: The response to this inquiry is generally, 'no, not an eligible candidate' - given recent

coaching contact...

Typically the 'emergency coach contact waiver' is provided if/when - a given candidate can
not be hired and the school is confronted with having NO coach.

It has not been provided for JV coaches, assistant coaches and the like.

My understanding from your note then, is that this prospective coach has not yet had out-of-
season contact with your schools players. But WILL have - by virtue of his contract with the
club team.

If this understanding is accurate, best possible solution might be to see if there are any
alternatives available to the coach and/or players, i.e., either the coach get assigned a
different team or age group...that does not include players from your school — OR — players
get assigned a different club team.

If my understanding is accurate — and if either of these two possible out-of-season
disconnects was able to be activated, then there would be no peril in hiring this
coach...Otherwise, given what’s known, it would be a difficult and unlikely, waiver appeal.
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A head coach (hockey) is asked to run a few summer/fall skills sessions for the local
youth program (all participants are under 9th grade level). He will set the practice
agenda for the age appropriateness and would like to use high school players for puck
gathering and cone movement and demonstrations. The players are volunteers looking
for "volunteer hours" for college entrance.

Is this possible?

The first element that we are dealing with is coaching contact outside of the season. You
are heading in the right direction with this as coaching contact must conclude by July 31
each year for hockey and other identified sports. Next, student-athletes serving as clinicians
must also conclude by July 31. Contact by any coach (Head, Assistant, volunteer, etc.) after
July 31 is considered to be illegal contact unless it is with the coach’s son or daughter.

A coach can be involved in a camp or clinic after this date with student-athletes he/she will
not be coaching during the upcoming season.

Uniforms & Equipment

There is concern within our hockey association that hockey helmets must be HECC
certified every five years. Since I am new to this position for only a couple of weeks, I
said I would check into the ruling. I assume W.I.A.A. rules fall under the Federation
of High School Hockey. We are under the impression hockey helmets must be certified
every five years. I am looking for clarification so I can one go back to our association
and two, if necessary, take a look at our helmets and plan now for any replacement or
reconditioning of helmets that may need to be done before the season starts.

I also received a note asking about helmets being HECC certified every five years. The
NFHS Rule book indicates there is a requirement for helmets and facemasks to meet current
HECC/ATM Standards at the time of manufacture (NFHS Rule 3-4-5, page 26). Since there
is no language from either the NFHS or the WIAA regarding the recertification of ice
hockey helmets, it is the responsibility of the school to monitor the condition of the helmets
after purchase. In order to assist schools with liability issues pertaining to concussions and
other head trauma, the WIAA has encouraged WIAA Ice Hockey school programs to
develop an inventory profile program/system to monitor ice hockey helmets. There are ice
hockey programs where the players own their own helmet and others where the school owns
the helmets, schools need to identify a program/system for replacing ice hockey helmets.
There is no specific number of years when replacements need to be made. Five years
seems like a very reasonable length of time. I would encourage discussing this matter with
your helmet sales representative.

Can teams wear sweaters with laces under the chin and do teams have to wear the same
uniform?

NFHS Rule 2-1-2a, page 19, indicates . . ."All members of a team shall wear identical
uniforms relative to color of helmets (excluding goalkeepers), jerseys, socks, pants and
length of pants." Neither NFHS nor WIAA regulations speak to the issue of laces. This
means they can be allowed on jerseys. Gloves do not have to be the same color.

I am ordering new girls hockey jerseys this year but I cannot find anything on
regulations for numbers. I know basketball has all kinds of uniform restrictions. Do
you have anything you can send me on hockey uniform specs?

Uniform specs are found in the NFHS Rule book, Rule 2-1-2, page 19. Some key points
include:

1. It is required that all players be numbered with at least 10-inch (25.4 cm) high Gothic,
colored numbers on the back of their jerseys and the same numbers at least 4 inches (10.16
cm) in height on both sleeves of the jersey.

2. The color of the numbers shall contrast with the color of the jersey.

3. Visiting teams are required to wear dark-colored uniforms.

Hockey has not gotten into some of the issues basketball has.
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Practice Sessions
Now after more closely reading the handbook, girl’s hockey must practice a minimum
of 10 practices before the first game. At this point they only have 7 practices on ice.
Can three dry land practices count toward the 10?

Yes, dry land practices can be counted toward the 10 minimum practices required. Also
keep in mind that another school team may not be involved in the first seven days of
practice.

Official’s Ranking
Can you explain my ranking? Since I do most of my high school refereeing in
Minnesota I am not up on how the system works in Wisconsin. I have the
computerized sheet showing some schools that ranked me as a result of playoffs. It is
not clear to me if this was coaches that ranked me and who if anyone else did or should
have ranked me? The computerized numbers and the handwritten number tell 2
different stories. I am not sure what the “TOP 10 List” (60% of ranking) is.
Regardless I will continue to play a supportive role as needed.

Only Head Coaches who have seen you officiate—in games, while scouting, on videotape,
etc.--are allowed to provide a rank for you each year. Coaches are allowed to rank each
official in two ways:

1. Top 10 List—this is a list that each Head Coach is allowed to provide. Coaches rank 10
officials 1-10 who they believe should receive an opportunity to officiate the State
Tournament in Madison. I break down each time a coach identifies you as a Top 10 Official
and the position (1-10) where they place you. Points are distributed on a six-point scale and
awarded for each ranking, added up and divided by the number of rankings for your score
on the Top 10 List. This Top 10 ranking is given 60% of your overall ranking.

2. Coaches Ranking Form—this is a form where coaches can give you a ranking of 1-6.
From this form we take each ranking, for each five rankings, we toss out the high score and
the low score with a maximum of 2 high and 2 low rankings thrown out to identify your
average. These scores are then added and divided by the number of scores to identify your
Coaches Ranking score. This score is given 40% of your overall ranking.

The Top 10 List and the Coaches Ranking Form scores are averaged together to identify
your overall score. This is the score that is used to determine your rank for WIAA
Tournament officiating.

Rankings are made for boy’s tournament contests from boy’s head coaches and separate
rankings are made for girl’s tournament games based upon the rankings of girl’s head
coaches.

This is a Hockey Tournament that includes school teams from Canada we are scheduled
to play in this winter. The e-mail I forwarded to you has the place we are playing, the
teams involved and we play three games. We don't know who we play yet. Can you tell
by this if this is ok to play in, or do you need more info?

We will need a little more info, confirmed.

(I am uncertain how National Federation views Canadian Province schools for sanctioning
purposes — whether they consider provinces the same as ‘bordering states’, or not) So as a
result what we simply need answers to: Please verify with the event sponsor:

Given conditions as outlined in Bylaws Art. II Sect 5-G — it does not appear this event
requires NF sanctioning. ~~ We would still need to have confirmed:

Are all participating schools 9-12 high schools and members of their respective state High
School (or Provincial) Associations?

Can WIAA ice hockey teams play WAHA teams or other non-school teams?
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WIAA school teams are allowed to compete against non-school teams. There are three things
that must be included:

1. WIAA Licensed officials have to be used.

2. WIAA/NFHS playing regulations have to be used--not USA.

3. School administration has to approve of the contest.

Is there a rule that prohibits a JV hockey team from playing a varsity hockey team?

WIAA regulations remain silent regarding the prohibition of JV hockey programs competing
against varsity hockey programs should the school administration of both schools wish to
allow. The contest, if scheduled and played, would count as one game on the JV schedule
for your program and one game on the varsity schedule for the other school team.

Scoresheets

I am a WIAA Hockey official, I also run the score clock for WIAA games. Who do I
contact to get a set of WIAA score sheets?
Last season all the games that I did were done on USA hockey score sheets.

Neither the WIAA nor the NFHS provide score sheets for ice hockey. As an Athletic
Director, I always made them for the entire conference and distributed them to the other
conference schools. My best advice is to contact the Athletic Director at the school you are
affiliated with. I do have a model that I can fax to Athletic Directors as they prepare for the
upcoming ice hockey season. If they need a copy of this model, let the AD know they can
contact my office and ask, we’ll fax them a copy.

Co-op Programs
Can Co-op hockey programs run a "JV" level?

Co-op programs are not allowed to cut anyone. Any student-athlete that tries out for a co-op
program makes the team. This does not prevent coaches from placing student-athletes who
do try outon aJV team. Yes, aJV level team is allowed, with governing body approval.

The XXX Area is trying to form a girl’s hockey co-op beginning fall of 2010. We have
been working very hard since last spring to form a committee, doing research, and
developing a list of girls from HS down to the kindergarten level who are currently
playing hockey in the following School Districts:  X1-X2-X3-X4. I wanted to notify
you of our intentions and find out what type of paperwork must be filled out to be
approved by WIAA.

My biggest concern is that you, as a parent, are doing the work that a school’s athletic
director needs to do. If you as a parent are interested in your school forming a girl’s hockey
team, you need to schedule a time to meet with the athletic director of your daughter’s
school and make the athletic director aware of your interest.

I am confident the school will be able to assist you in this effort. When we have parents
attempt to form teams, we end up with miscommunication with the school personnel
responsible for the formation of these teams and many times ill will can result.

PLEASE contact your school and ask that they begin this process.

Can you clarify the WIAA stance on JV Hockey programs for Co-op hockey
programs? We want to schedule 10-12 "JV" games to assure some of our younger/less
skilled players get some game action. I guess I am unclear if this is acceptable.

So long as a program is considered to be a “JV” program, the WIAA has allowed local
schools to determine co-op programs. As an association, we have not had “JV” co-op teams
apply or be approved through any type of protocol. Schools are able to organize these teams
as they wish.

Can you e-mail me the guidelines for the Hockey Co-op’s. We are currently in one
with another school and I need to look at the rationale again because we are in a
renewal time. Or point me in the direction to find it. Thanks for your help.



INTERPRETATON:  The best place to find these on the WIAA website. From the WIAA website's home page,
go to WIAA INFO. From here, go to FORMS. Once you get to this page, you will find
under Membership Applications the Cooperative Program Application. On this form, you
will find all the technical aspects of renewing a co-op program. The key date to keep in
mind is April 1, 2010, as this is the date the Co-op Program Application is due here in our
office to Ms. Deb Hauser.

There is additional information in the Sr. High School Handbook, page 20; however, there is
actually more information on the form than in the Handbook.



